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March 22, 2000 F / L E D ,
AR '
Mr. Dale Hardy Roberts 2 2 2009 /{JJ
Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge Mig )
Missouri Public Service Commission emicgaéé’ Pubno
P.O. Box 360 MMission
Jefferson City, MO 65102 TA-2000— 59I

Re: In the Matter of the Application of Mark Twain Communications Company for
Designation as a Telecommunications Company Carrier Eligible for Federal Universal
Service Support pursuant to Section 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996,

Dear Mr. Roberts:

Enclosed please find the original plus fourteen (14) copies of Application for Designation as
Eligible Carrier Pursuant to Section 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 for filing on behalf of

Mark Twain Communications Company in the above referenced matter. Please bring this matter to the
attention of the appropriate Commission personnel.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,
BRYDON, SWEARENGEN & ENGLAND P.C.

By: i ! n A
Sondra B. Morgan

SBM/k

Enclosures

cc: Office of Public Counsel
Mr. Bill Rohde




® ® FILED

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION MAR 2 2 2000 /fJ’J _
STATE OF MISSOURI

Mi ;
Servjcszgou” Public

In the Matter of the Application of Commlssion

Mark Twain Communications Company

for Designation as a Telecommunications
Company Carrier Eligible for Federal Universal
Service Support pursuant to § 254 of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Case No. _TA- 2000- 5171

APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION AS ELIGIBLE CARRIER
PURSUANT TO § 254 OF THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1996

Comes now Mark Twain Communications Company ("MTCC" or "Applicant") and
pursuant to § 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 ("the Act"), as well as the Federal
Communications Commission ("FCC") regulations found at 47 CFR 54.201, et seq, issued
with the May 7, 1997 Report and Order of the FCC in FCC Docket No. 96-45, and hereby
requests that the Missouri Public Service Commission ("Comrmission") designate it as a
telecommunications carrier eligible under the provisions of 47 CFR 54.201(d) to receive
federal universal service support.

In support of its Application, Applicant states as follows:

1. MTCC is a competitive local exchange company ("CLEC") certified by the
Commission to provide basic local telecommunications service in the State of Missouri in Case
No. TA-98-305. MTCC’s street address and principal place of business is Hwy 6 East,
Hurdland, MO 63547-0128. MTCC’s Interconnection Agreement with GTE Midwest
Incorporated ("GTE") was approved by this Commission in Case No. TO-98-410. Pursuant to
tariffs approved by the Commission, MTCC provides basic local telecommunications service
through a combination of the use of its own facilities and leased facilities in three Northeast

Missouri exchanges, Ewing, La Belle and Lewistown.
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2. All correspondence, communications, pleadings, notices, orders and decisions

relating to this Application should be addressed to:

and

W.R. England, III

Sondra B. Morgan

Brydon, Swearengen & England P.C.
312 E. Capitol Avenue

P.O. Box 456

Jefferson City, MO 65102

Mr. Bill Rohde

Executive Vice President and General Manager
Mark Twain Communications Company

P.O. Box 128

Hurdland, MO 63547

3. Section 214(e)(1) of the Act states that a carrier may be designated as an eligible

telecommunications carrier and therefore receive universal service support so long as the

carrier, throughout its service area: (1) offers the services that are supported by federal

universal service support mechanisms under section 254(c) of the Act; (2) offers such services

using its own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale of another carrier’s

services, including the services offered by another eligible telecommunications carrier; and (3)

advertises the availability of and charges for such services using media of general distribution.

Title 47 of the Code of Federal Regulations § 54.201(b) states that the Commission shall, on

its own motion or upon request, designate a common carrier an "eligible telecommunications

carrier” so long as the carrier meets the requirements of 47 CFR 54.201(d). Title 47 CFR §

54.201(c) further states that a state commission shall designate more than one common carrier
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as an eligible telecommunications carrier for a service area designated by the state commission

so long as the additional requesting carrier meets the requirements of § 54.201(d).

4. MTCC, through a combination of its own facilities and leased facilities, offers all of

the services supported by federal universal service support under § 254(c) of the Act.

Specifically, MTCC offers the following services:

)
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Voice grade access to the public switched network;

Local usage;

Dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equivalent;
Single-party service or its functional equivalent;

Access to emergency services;

Access to operator services;

Access to interexchange service;

Access to directory assistance; and

Toll limitation for qualifying low-income consumers.'

5. Applicant advertises the availability of and charges for such services using media of

general distribution within its service area. An Affidavits of Publication showing proof of such

advertising are attached as Appendix A.

'On December 30, 1997, the FCC changed its definition of toll-limitation services in its
Fourth Order on Reconsideration of the Universal Service Report and Order, CC Docket Nos.

96-45 et al. The FCC stated, “we define toll-limitation services as either toll blocking or toll
control and require telecommunications carriers to offer only one, and not necessarily both, of
those services at this time in order to be designated as eligible telecommunications carriers.” 1d.
at 2103. MTCC currently offers toll blocking service to qualifying customers.
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6. Applicant acknowledges that 47 CFR 54.405 requires all eligible
telecommunications carriers to make Lifeline services (as defined in 47 CFR 54.401) available
to qualifying low-income consumers. Lifeline services are available to qualifying low-income
CONSUIErs in its service area.

WHEREFORE, on the basis of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully requests that the
Commission designate it as a telecommunications carrier eligible under the provisions of 47
CFR 54.201(d) 1o receive federal universal service support and for such other orders as are

deemed necessary or convenient in this matter.

Respectfully submitted,

W .R. England, TH 533075

Sondra B. Morgan #35482
BRYDON, SWEARENGEN & ENGLAND P.C.
P.O. Box 456

Jefferson City, MO 65102-0456
(573) 635-7166

Attorneys for Mark Twain Communications
Company



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certified that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was hand
delivered this J2 4 day of March, 2000 to the Office of Public Counsel, Truman State Office
Building, Jefferson City, MO 65101.

Be Mercae

Sondra B. Morgan




VERIFICATION
STATE OF MISSOURI )
) 88
COUNTY OF KNOX )

William Rohde, having been duly sworn upon his oath, states that he is Executive Vice
President and General Manager of Mark Twain Communications Company, the Applicant
herein, and as such, is duly authorized by the Applicant to execute the foregoing Application
and to make this Affidavit on its behalf, and that the matters and things stated in the foregoing
Application and Appendices thereto are true and correct the best of his knowledge, information

10 pld

Name William Rohde
Title Eﬁggggé\l{e Vice President & General

Address Mark Twain Communications Co.
PO Box 128
Hurdland, MO 63547

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Public, on this/{ﬁ day of ﬂh&b_
2000,

. "},;r
T Notary Public

B

-V RICHARD L HALE SOURI
- R . PUBLIC STATE OF MI!

o My Commiission Expired? TRy P o COUNTY

© E MY COMMISSION EXP MAY 31,2000



APPENDIX A




-

-

Proof of Publié!ion

ATé OF MISSOURI, &5
County of Kaox, } '

.., of lawful

e, being~ddly sworn, according to law, states that .42 Be is one of
» publishers of . & weekly newspaper, printed and
biished in Edina, Knox County, Missouri, that the notice, a true
ay ol which Is hereto attached, was published in said newspaper for

hy~oweeks successively and in the following numbers and on the
lowing dates, to-wit:
. Insertion, NecA|.Vol....... ..Lﬁﬂ?ﬁay of. f,g& 1099 .
d Insertion, No...... Volooviey vennnnen day ot RS £ TN
1 Insertion, No......Vol......, ... cday of oo 1g,, . ==& — - :
o o . h el .
h Insertion, No......Vol...... p eeeenaa-day ot ool 19.. NOTICE ; SR
'] Mark Twain Communications Company is a guality telécommunications services
h Insertion, No...... Vol......, ........day of........ +++0.+19... ] provider who provides basic and enhanced services at reasonable rates within #ts

at said newspaper Is a newspaper of general circulation In said coun- |
:tthat said ngwpsiaaper has bgen admitted to the postoffice In the cltxd
Edina, where published, as second class matter, and ha; been pub-
ihed in sald county regularly and consecutively for a period of more
an three years prior to the publication of the notice herein mentioned;
at sald newspaper has a list of bona fide subscribers.vo]umgrlly en-
iged as such or who have paid or agreed to pay a stated price for a
tbseription for a definite perlod of time; and that sald newspaper has
ymplied with the provisions of Section 14,968, pages 3814 and 3815, .
evised Statutes of Missourd, 1939,

——

service territory. Basic services are offered at the following rates:
' * Monthly Rate

Single Party Residence Service . $6.25

Single Parly Business Service o - $12.75

Single Parly Residence Service Using GTE Facilities * $47.60

Single Party Business Service Using GTE Facilitiés - $54.10.

Federal Subscriber Line Charge-Single Line BT X s

Tone Dial Service t No Charge

Toll Blocking . $5.00 (See Note)

dialed calls per monih are fre:: :
each additiona! direct dialed call Is charged $.50 per request. . |
Emergency 911 Services - Surcharges for 911 services are asspsscd
according to government assessments. no 3. 2 |
Low-ncome individuals eligible for Lifeline and Link-Up telepftiie; 4,,.5@1;‘!
programs may be eligible for discounts from these basic focal charg@s thtouang
state specified telephone assistance plans.

Basic services are offered to all consumers in the Mark Twain Communicatio=-
Company service territories at the rates, terms and conditions specified in the
Company's tarifs. If you have any questions regarding the Company's servict -,
please call us at 1-877-682-2835, or vis#t our business office at Hurdland,
Missouri for further information regarding our services. DR T AN
NOTE: Toll Blocking is available at no charge for low-incompic

Directory Assistance — The first three direct

%

qualify. i

R LR

cefved payment from., ... ..o ciieiiniian

led and recorded thls..... this.....day of....... P 1 T
1y of. e, 180,
thlication fee S'{; .‘&&D By........ Ceresaaeraen cenan




—  Com pany is aquahty telecommunications
- mun'\cam“s “des nasic and enhanced services at rea-

o

providel X onvice! {eﬂioﬁ' Basic servicss are offered at
'Gv:' cates WIN T % ! ' MONTHLY RATES
2 . ) .

CS.
S?\;?ce g GTE Fac:lmes ............. $47.60
R caice Y GTE Faciities ............ $54.10
S Gha;g le Line ..
o . No Charge

_________ x $5.00 - (See Note)
.................. f\;s\%eCt dialed calls per month are free,
og cal i $.50 per request.

suuor 911 services are assessed ac-
sme
“‘e“t a:?:;\eimnd Link-Up telephone assistance
v \ib\ sor discghese basic local charges through
i

)
) ied xe\ev“‘)
o are 0

arvices -

e t0 2 in the Mark Twain Communica-
, reritoriq, terms and conditions specified

@;’aﬂ dr visit-our business office-at -
o furtnet ! ding our services.
avallﬁb ¢ low-income customers that

\
i sen ‘“s t you'stions regarding the Company’s. -

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF MISSOURI }
S

COUNTY OF LEWIS

1, Daniel W. Steinbeck, being duly sworn according 1o law,
statethatl amthe editor of The Press-News Journal, a weekly
newspaper of general circulation inthe County of Lewis; which
has been admitted to the Post Office as a periodical in the City
of Canton, which newspaper has been published regularly and
consecutively for a period of three years and has a list of bona
fide subscribers voluntarily engaged as such whio have paid or
agreed to pay a stated price for a subscription for a definite
period of time, and that such newspaper has complied with the

- provisions of Section 473.033 Revised Statutes of Missouri.

1943. The affixed notice appeared in said newspaper on the
following consecutive weeks {issues).

From @»QC/Q\ ,19%!0 & 2 ,1927
First insertion .\.2 }264225@1 X, 19Z$

Second insertion ,18
Third insertion 19
Fourth insertion A8
Fifth insertion .19

/0

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

&CM'DM 1997
W Q 7@4% Notary Public

JENN!FEH J, PEGLER
RY PUBLIC - MINNESOTA

My commission expis ;“2:%

Fited and Recorded this day of .19

Printer's Fee: § Q(i ?0?5



