BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company’s Tariff
)
Case No. GR-2007-0208
to Revise Natural Gas Rate Schedules.

)
Tariff No. YG-2007-0384
MISSOURI SCHOOL BOARDS’ ASSOCIATION 
APPLICATION TO INTERVENE 


Comes Now the Missouri School Boards’ Association ( hereinafter “MSBA”), by and through counsel, Hendren Andrae, LLC, Richard S. Brownlee, III, and pursuant to 4 CSR 240.2-070, files its Application to Intervene in the above referenced matter.  In support of its Application, the MSBA states the following:

1.
On December 1, 2006, Laclede Gas Company (hereafter “Laclede”) submitted proposed tariff sheets designed to implement a general rate increase for retail gas service provided by Laclede to customers in its service areas.  Laclede states that the new retail gas service rates are designed to produce an addition $44.9 million in annual revenues.  The submitted tariffs carry a January 1, 2007 effective date.
2.
MSBA is a 501(c)(6) not for profit corporation representing 524 elementary and secondary schools in the State of Missouri as a trade association.  Many of the schools, particularly those located in the St. Louis school districts, are customers of Laclede and are negatively affected by this filing in that the proposed tariff will significantly increase natural gas costs to the schools.

3.
MSBA and CSD (Cooperating School Districts of St. Louis) have organized a purchasing cooperative denominated MOPURC (Missouri Purchasing Resource Center) which is the authorized purchasing agent for 120 school natural gas accounts which purchase natural gas on the open market and which is delivered by Laclede to the various schools and school districts in Missouri under its tariff.
4. At this time, MSBA intends to focus its intervention on whether the tariff filing herein complies with the incremental cost-based rate design for aggregation and balancing as mandated by the provisions of Section 393.310 RSMo., as to whether “…the resale of such natural gas supplies, including related transportation service costs, to the eligible school entities at the gas corporation’s cost of purchasing of such gas supplies and transportation, plus all applicable distribution costs, plus an aggregation and balancing fee to be determined by the commission, not to exceed four-tenths of one cent per therm delivered during the first year;…”.  
5. By Order dated December 13, 2006, the Commission issued its Order Directing Notice, Suspending Tariff, Setting Hearings and Directing Filings requesting interventions be filed by January 3, 2007, therefore, this Application to Intervene is being timely filed.
6. MSBA’s interest in this proceeding is unique and different from the public in general.
7. MSBA’s requested intervention would serve the public interest.

8. MSBA has been granted intervenor status in similar filings by other utilities and has actively participated in those proceedings.
WHEREFORE, the Missouri School Boards’ Association requests that it be granted intervention in the above referenced matter.
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ATTORNEYS FOR INTERVENOR

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that on the 18th day of December, 2006, copies of the foregoing were sent via 1st class, postage paid, U.S. Mail to:
Michael C. Pendergast
720 Olive Street

St. Louis, MO  63101

ATTORNEY FOR LACLEDE GAS COMPANY

Office of the Public Counsel

Post Office Box 2230

Jefferson City, MO  65102-2230
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