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RANDOLPH COUNTY

Grain Belt touts local benefits before public hearings

ALEX LINDLEY
MI Managing Editor

If Clean Line Energy Partners
is granted the ability to construct
and maintain the Grain Belt Ex-
press, a wind energy power line
through northern Missouri, the
Houston-Texas-based company
is saying it will pay Rand%lph
County landowners around $3.4
million.

That’s in addition to the
$720,000 in taxes the company
estimates it will pay to Randolph

County schools, fire protection
districts and other taxing entities
in the first year of the Clean
Line’s operation.

“Working with the Missouri
Tax Commission, we estimate
the schools will receive the ma-
jority of the tax dollars, which
would be about $570,000 in
Randolph County in the first year
of the project’s

operation alone,” said Mark
Lawlor, director of development
for the Grain Belt Express, in a
statement. “The Grain Belt Ex-
press’ tax payments will make a

lasting impact on Randolph
County schools and public serv-
ices for decades to come.”

In total, Clean Line is estimat-
ing that year one of the proposed
line would funnel $39 million
into north Missouri.

Grain Belt Express announced
those figures ahead of a series of
Missouri Public Service Com-
mission hearings scheduled to
begin next week. One of those
hearings will be Dec. 8 at the
Moberly Municipal Auditorium at
6 p.m.

Despite Clean Line Energy

Partners’ position that the line
would provide considerable eco-
nomic benefits to Randolph and
other counties it would traverse,
locals have voiced fierce opposi-
tion over the years the Grain Belt
Express has been on the table, cit-
ing infringed-upon property
rights.

Phil Brown, a Moberly attorney
and member of an opposition
group called Block Grain Belt
Express, said in an emailed state-
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