
                                                          STATE OF MISSOURI

                                                                     PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 19th day of June, 2003.

In re:  Application of Union Electric Company

)


for Authority to Participate in the Midwest

)
Case No. EO-2003-0271
ISO through a Contractual Relationship


)

with GridAmerica





)

ORDER GRANTING CONTINUANCE 

On June 17, 2003, Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE filed a pleading entitled “Unopposed Motion for Continuance and Motion for Expedited Treatment.”  Ameren states that it has been having discussions with the Staff of the Commission and the Office of the Public Counsel concerning the issues, and that continuing these discussions may lead to a settlement, or a narrowing of the issues.  Ameren states that none of the parties object to the Commission granting the motion.  Ameren asks that the Commission suspend indefinitely all events in this case, including the evidentiary hearing and scheduled filings. 

The Commission generally encourages discussion among parties.  In this case, the issues are complex and broad, and it is reasonable to suspend the schedule while the parties pursue their discussions.  The Commission will grant Ameren’s motion for a continuance. 

However, a delay in this case may have impacts on the operations of the Midwest Independent System Operator, and these impacts may affect Missouri customers of Ameren and other electric utilities.  Accordingly, the Commission will direct the parties to file pleadings providing information concerning these impacts.  Depending on the parties’ responses, the Commission may allow the continuance to remain general, or it may reschedule the hearing for a date certain.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Unopposed Motion for Continuance and Motion for Expedited Treatment filed by Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE on June 17, 2003, is granted. 
2. That the evidentiary hearing scheduled to begin on June 30, 2003, is canceled.

3. That the deadline for filing Statements of Positions and responses to objections to surrebuttal testimony is indefinitely suspended.
4. That the Staff of the Commission, Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE, and the Office of the Public Counsel shall, and the other parties may, file pleadings as discussed herein no later than June 26, 2003.
5. That this order shall become effective on June 19, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

( S E A L )

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Gaw, Forbis and Clayton, CC., concur

Mills, Deputy Chief Regulatory Law Judge
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