Before the Public Service Commission
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	))))))))))
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MOTION TO MODIFY PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE AND NOTICE OF PARTIAL SETTLEMENT

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff), by and through Counsel, and for its Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule and Notice of Partial Settlement, states as follows:
1.
By previous Order the Commission established a procedural schedule for the progress of this case.  Pursuant to Order, Surrebuttal testimony was scheduled to be filed on February 24, 2005.

2.
The Staff advises the Commission that the parties have settled the issue of excessive earnings or revenue requirement in this case.  To the Staff’s knowledge, no party objects to this settlement.  In addition, OPC, Staff and BPS have reached an agreement on the remaining issue of rate design.

3.
It is uncertain at this time, however, what position Southwestern Bell Telephone Company (SWBT), the intervenor in this case, will take on the resolution of rate design agreement among the other parties.  
4.
Since it appears that a partial settlement is a certainty, and that a total settlement is a possibility in this case, the Staff would respectfully request that the Commission enter an Order modifying the procedural schedule in this matter.   The suggested modification will allow the parties additional time to determine whether the case can be completely settled by agreement or non-objection and eliminates the need to file additional testimony.   The trial date would not be affected by this request.  4 CSR 240-2.050(3)(A) provides the Commission with discretionary authority to enlarge the time of compliance with its Orders.  

5.
At the time of the filing of this Motion, OPC and BPS had no objection to this request.  SBC, however, had not responded to an email inquiry regarding this Motion.

WHEREFORE, in light of the above, the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission enter an Order modifying the procedural schedule in this case as follows:


Surrebuttal Testimony




March 4, 2005


List of Issues





March 9, 2005


Position Statement, List of Witnesses


March 15, 2005


And Order of Cross-Examination


Hearing





March 22-24, 2005
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