   




                                    STATE OF MISSOURI

         PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION


At a Session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 7th day of November, 2002.

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of


)

Southwestern Bell Telephone Company

)
Case No. IT-2003-0157

to Establish Charges for Local Governments
) 
Tariff No. JI-2003-0845

for Transporting Wireless 911 Calls

)


ORDER REGARDING TARIFFS

On October 14, 2002, the Office of the Public Counsel filed a motion to suspend certain tariff sheets filed by Southwestern Bell Telephone Company.  The tariffs bear an effective date of November 13, 2002.  Public Counsel stated that the proposed tariffs would charge local government emergency service dispatching providers for transporting wireless 911 calls over Southwestern Bell’s network.  Public Counsel argued that:

Costs for this service may increase the costs to 911 emergency service providers, may result in higher costs to taxpayers in the communities supporting such service, higher costs to wireless providers, and higher costs to wireless and, perhaps, wireline customers.

Public Counsel stated that it filed its motion at the urging of the Missouri Chapter of the National Emergency Number Association, which was concerned that some of the charges

in the proposed tariff are not sufficiently explained, and may result in local governments paying twice for the same item.


Southwestern Bell filed its response to Public Counsel’s motion on November 4. Southwestern Bell stated that its proposed tariff is designed to comply with pronouncements of the Federal Communications Commission and offer additional features beyond its current 911 offerings.  Southwestern Bell stated that the rates in the proposed tariffs are supported by cost studies. 


The Staff of the Commission filed a response addressing Public Counsel’s motion and Southwestern Bell’s response on November 6.  Staff stated that it was in the process of reviewing the cost studies supporting the proposed tariffs and recommended that the tariffs be suspended so that Staff may review all the information and the Commission may consider the propriety of the rates included in the tariff filing.  


Pursuant to Section 392.230.3, RSMo 2000, the Commission will suspend the tariffs to allow time to investigate whether they are in the public interest and whether the rates are properly supported.


IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:


1.
That the proposed tariff sheets filed by Southwestern Bell Telephone Company on October 15, 2002, and assigned tracking number JI-2003-0845, are suspended for a period of 120 days plus six months until September 13, 2003, unless otherwise order by the Commission.


2.
That this order shall become effective on November 13, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Lumpe, Gaw and Forbis, CC., concur

Mills, Deputy Chief Regulatory Law Judge
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