BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In Re the Matter of Teleconnect Long
)

Distance Services and Systems Company,
)
Case No. XT-2004-0617

a MCI WorldCom Company d/b/a TelecomUSA,
)
Tariff File No. JX-2004-1436

Proposed Tariff to Increase its Intrastate Connection 
)


Fee to Recover Access Costs Charged 
)

by Local Telephone Companies
)

ORDER SUSPENDING TARIFF, DIRECTING FILING, AND SCHEDULING ORAL ARGUMENT

Syllabus:  This order suspends the proposed tariff filed by Teleconnect Long Distance Services and Systems Company, a MCI WorldCom Company d/b/a TelecomUSA (TelecomUSA), that would, inter alia, increase its Residential Instate Access Recovery Fee.  It also directs the Staff of the Commission and TelecomUSA to file responses to the motion to reject filed by the Office of the Public Counsel, and schedules oral argument.

On June 2, 2004, TelecomUSA filed proposed tariff sheets that included revisions that would increase the Residential Instate Access Recovery Fee from $1.95 to $2.95.  

On June 28, 2004, Public Counsel filed a motion to reject the proposed tariff.  Public Counsel asks that the Commission reject the tariff:

because the charge is unjust and unreasonable and discriminatory in that  the charge is levied only upon the company's residential customer accounts in Missouri that are presubscribed to MCI WorldCom for long distance toll service (where “MCI spending” exceeds one dollar in a month).  Given the purported purpose of the charge is to recover excessive access fees, it is discriminatory to levy this surcharge only upon residential customers and on a flat fee non-usage basis when access charges are incurred by the company on a usage basis and as a result of calls from business customers. 

Public Counsel has raised questions about the lawfulness and reasonableness of the proposed tariff.  In order to further investigate the proposed tariff to determine whether it is lawful and reasonable, the Commission will suspend it. The Commission will also order TelecomUSA and the Staff to respond to Public Counsel’s motion to reject, and schedule oral argument on the motion.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1.
That the following tariff sheets, Tariff File No. JX-2004-1436 filed on June 2, 2004, by Teleconnect Long Distance Services and Systems Company, a MCI WorldCom Company d/b/a TelecomUSA, are suspended until July 31, 2004, or until otherwise ordered by the Commission:

P.S.C. MO. No. 1

4th Revised Page No. 14 Canceling 3rd Revised Page No. 14


1st Revised Page No. 27 Canceling Original Page No. 27

2nd Revised Page No. 22 Canceling 1st Revised Page No. 28

5th Revised Page No. 100 Canceling 4th Revised Page No. 100

2.
That, no later than July 12, 2004, the Staff of the Commission shall file a response to the motion to reject.

3.
That, no later than July 12, 2004, Teleconnect Long Distance Services and Systems Company, a MCI WorldCom Company d/b/a TelecomUSA, shall file a response to the motion to reject.

4.
That an oral argument shall be held on July 16, 2004, beginning at 10:00 a.m., in Room 310 of the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri.  This hearing will be held in a building that meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you need additional accommodations to participate in this public hearing, please call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 before the hearing.

5.
That this order shall become effective on June 30, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Lewis Mills, Deputy Chief Regulatory Law Judge,

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 30th day of June, 2004.
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