






 
  STATE OF MISSOURI


              PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 7th day of October, 2004.

In the Matter of the Filing of New Tariff 
)

Sheets for Socket Telecom, LLC, to 
)
Case No. TT-2005-0089
Provide a Market Trial for Free Local 
)
Tariff File No. JC-2005-0165
Exchange Services

)

ORDER SUSPENDING TARIFF AND GRANTING INTERVENTION

Syllabus:  CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC, filed a motion to suspend a proposed tariff filed by Socket Telecom, LLC, that would allow Socket to engage in market trials to test its ability to provide local exchange services.  This order suspends the proposed tariff based on CenturyTel’s motion.

On September 8, 2004, Socket filed a proposed tariff with an effective date of October 8, 2004, that would, according to Socket’s cover letter,  “to allow Socket Telecom to engage in market trials that will enable the Company to test its ability to provide local exchange services for a limited period of time in various geographic area where the company plans to provide local services.”  The tariff itself, at Sheet 38, explains that:

As a part of a market trial, the Company may need to test the capabilities of systems required by a proposed service, including, but not limited to, systems needed to establish, provision, operate, bill and/or collect for service, whether such systems are provided solely by the Company or in combination with systems provided by other carriers or vendors.  A market trial is not an offer to provide service to the general public. 

The tariff also provides that services offered as part of a local market trial will be offered to trial participants at no charge.  On September 20, 2004, Socket filed a substitute sheet.

On October 6, 2004, CenturyTel filed a motion to suspend the proposed tariff. CenturyTel objects to the proposed tariff on two grounds:  that the offer of free service is illegal pursuant to Section 392.220.3, RSMo 2000; and that the tariff does not provide specific beginning and ending dates for the market trials, contrary to “custom and practice for previously approved market trials approved by the Commission.”

 CenturyTel has raised sufficient questions about the lawfulness and reasonableness of the proposed tariff that the Commission will suspend the tariff to investigate those questions.

CenturyTel also requested intervention.  The request for intervention complies with the Commission’s rules governing intervention, and will be granted.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1.
That the motion to suspend Tariff File No. JC-2005-0165, filed on October 6, 2004, by CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC, is granted. 

2.
That the application to intervene, filed on October 6, 2004, by CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC, is granted.

3. 
That the following tariff sheets, Tariff File No. JC-2005-0165, filed on September 8, 2004, and substituted on September 20, 2004, by Socket Telecom, LLC, are suspended until November 10, 2004, or until otherwise ordered by the Commission:

P.S.C. MO. No. 2

Section 1

First Revised Sheet No. 3.1, Canceling Original Sheet No. 3.1

Section 8

Original SHEET No. 38

Original SHEET No. 39

4.
That this order shall become effective on October 7, 2004.






BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Gaw, Ch., Murray, Clayton, Davis and Appling, CC., concur
Mills, Deputy Chief Regulatory Law Judge
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