MO PSC Case No. GA‑2002‑1090

OFFICIAL CASE FILE MEMORANDUM 

PAGE 2 OF 2



M E M O R A N D U M
TO:

Missouri Public Service Commission Official Case File,

Case No. GA-2002-1090, File No. JG-2003-0035, Missouri Gas Energy

FROM:
James A. Gray, Energy Department ‑ Tariffs/Rate Design

 /s/ Warren Wood 8-19-02

/s/ Thomas R. Schwarz, Jr. & Robert Franson 8-20-02
   Energy Department/Date

General Counsel’s Office/Date

SUBJECT:
Staff Recommendation On Tariff Sheets Filed to Comply With Commission Order.

DATE:
August 20, 2002
On July 29, 2002, Missouri Gas Energy, a division of Southern Union Company (MGE or Company) of Kansas City, Missouri, filed a tariff sheet with the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) as ordered by the Commission’s ORDER GRANTING CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY (Order) issued in this case on July 25, 2002.  The tariff sheet provides for the required 30 days notice by proposing an effective date of September 1, 2002.  

On May 23, 2002, MGE filed an APPLICATION (Application) with the Commission.  The Application requested that the Commission grant MGE a certificate of public convenience and necessity authorizing it to construct, install, own, operate, control, manage and maintain a natural gas transmission and distribution system for the public (CCN), adjacent to MGE’s presently certificated service area in Cedar County, Missouri.  On June 26, 2002, the Commission issued an ORDER AND NOTICE, allowing any interveners to file by July 16, 2002.  Also, on June 26, 2002, the Commission issued its ORDER DIRECTING FILING, ordering the Staff of the Commission (Staff) to file its recommendation by July 26, 2002.  On July 19, 2002, Staff filed its Memorandum and Recommendation.  On July 25, 2002, the Commission issued its Order granting the CCN.  On August 6, 2002, the Commission issued its NOTICE CLOSING CASE.

The Commission’s Order states:  “3.  That Missouri Gas Energy shall file with the Commission tariff sheets describing the service area herein granted and the gas supply line herein no later than August 26, 2002.”  MGE did file a tariff sheet “describing the service area granted.”  That is, this filing by MGE does modify the Company’s Index of Certificated Areas to include the additional service area that will expand MGE’s existing certificated area, as allowed in the Commission’s Order.  

However, MGE’s filing does not “describe the gas supply line herein.”  Therefore, this filing only partially complies with the Commission Order in this case.  Staff has asked MGE to describe the gas supply line in its filing.  To date, MGE has not filed the ordered description.  The Commission rules do not require that maps or descriptions of distribution gas lines be shown in the tariff.

Staff recommends one of the following, as the Commission deems appropriate:

(1) Approve the tariff as being in substantial compliance with its July 25, 2002 order; or

(2) Approve the tariff, but order MGE to separately file language to “describe the gas supply line”; or

(3) Suspend the tariff and order full compliance with its July 25, 2002 order.  

The Staff has verified that this company has filed its annual report and is not delinquent on any assessment.  Staff is not aware of any other matter before the Commission that affects or is affected by this filing; however, the following Cases are pending before the Commission.

Review of Purchased Gas Adjustment Clauses in the Tariffs of Local Distribution Companies

GO-2002-452

Missouri Gas Energy

GR-98-167



GR-2001-382


GA-2002-377

GR-99-304



GA-2001-509


GT-2003-0033

GR-2000-425



GS-2002-345


JG-2003-0051

GS-2001-224



GR-2002-348

Therefore, if the Commission finds just and reasonable cause to approve the tariff sheet, Staff recommends that the following tariff sheet filed on July 29, 2002, be allowed to become effective on September 1, 2002:
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