STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the matter of 



)







)







United Steelworkers of America,

)

Local No. 11-6, AFL-CIO,


)







)


and





)
Case No.  GC-2006-0313







)

Laclede Gas Company 


)

USW'S RESPONSE TO LACLEDE'S MOTION TO DISMISS

COMES NOW USW Local 11-6 and submits its response to Laclede Gas Company's Motion to Dismiss: 

Laclede's claim in paragraph 6 of its Motion to Dismiss that the Union has failed to cite "a single statute, rule or regulation" violated by Laclede's use of the Grunsky method is erroneous; USW Local 11-6 has asserted in its Complaint that the manner in which Laclede is utilizing the Grunsky method violates its duty to provide "safe and adequate" service, as mandated by R.S. Mo. § 393.130.   Also erroneous is Laclede's claim in paragraph 4 of its Motion to Dismiss that the Union wants Laclede to be prohibited from using the Grunsky method.  In its Complaint, the Union does not request that Laclede be prohibited from using the Grunsky method to effect a live meter change; the Union asks only that Laclede not be permitted to eliminate the safety measures that currently are performed when a meter is changed, i.e., a visual inspection of the pilot status and the physical testing of appliances.  


Although Laclede alleges in various paragraphs of its Motion to Dismiss that the Grunsky method is "long-standing, widely-employed, and utterly safe," "time-tested, reliable and thoroughly safe," and "extensively tested," evidence on the accuracy of these assertions has not been provided.  More important, Laclede has not alleged nor established that its use of the Grunsky method conforms with the use of this method by other utilities.  Thus, simply establishing that the Grunsky method is a safe method of effecting a meter change without shutting off gas flow to the customer does not answer the question of whether Laclede's elimination of safety measures subsequent to the meter change is safe.  


USW Local 11-6 states that while efficiency and convenience are important concerns, safety must be the primary concern.  Laclede's decision to eliminate safety inspections that formerly accompanied meter change-outs simultaneously with its decision to utilize the Grunsky method raises an issue of safety that must be considered.


Because USW Local 11-6 has articulated a viable, sincere concern regarding the elimination of safety inspections upon the changing of a meter, Laclede's Motion to Dismiss should be denied.
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