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In the Matter of the Investigation into )
Signaling Protocols, Call Records, Trunk ) Case No. TO-99-593
Arrangements and Traffic Measurement )

RESPONSE OF GTE MIDWEST INCORPORATED
D/B/A VERIZON MIDWEST AND SOUTHWESTERN BELL
TELEPHONE COMPANY IN OPPOSITION TO MITG'S MOTION TO
CONSOLIDATE FOR SUPPLEMENTAL HEARINGS

COMES NOW GTE Midwest Incorporated d/b/a Verizon Midwest (“Verizon”) and
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company (SWBT) and submits the following Response to the
Motion To Consolidate For Supplemental Hearings filed by the Missourt Independent Telephone
Group ("MITG") filed on October 23, 2001. For their Response, Verizon and SWBT state as
follows:

1. : On or about October 23, 2001, MITG filed a Motion to Consolidate for
Supplemental Hc;arings in Case No. T0O-99-593 and Case No. TC-2001-194 in which MITG
seeks the consolidation of Case No. T0O-99-593 with Case No. TC-2001-194. For the reasons
stated herein, Verizon and SWBT oppose this motion.

2. The Commission created Case No. TO-99-593 "to investigate the issues
of signaling protocols, call records, trunking arrangements, and traffic measurement.” (See
Report and Order, Case No. T0-99-254, p. 11, and Order Directing Notice, Case No. TO-99-
593, June 15, 1999). The Commission has held extensive hearings, the parties have filed briefs,

and the matter is currently submitted to the Commission.
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3. Case No. TC-2002-194 involves a Complaint by MITG against SWBT,
Sprint, and numerous "known and unknown" CLECs. According to MITG, "[t]he MITG
companies brought complaint against SWBT and these carriers, for termination of traffic in
violation of existing access tariffs, and in violation of prior Commission Orders and
Interconnection agreements prohibiting the delivery of this traffic to the MITG companies prior
to the approval of any arrangement therefore, and contrary to the Orders of this Commision in
Metropolitanc (sic) Calling Area (MCA) proceedings.” (MITG Motion, para. 9)

4, Verizon and SWBT believe it would totally inappropriate to consolidate
Case No. TO-99-593 with Case No. TC-2002-194 since Case No. TQ-99-593 is fully submitted
to the Commission, and involves numerous parties that are not involved in the Complaint
brought MITG in Case No. TC-2002-194. Parties to Case No. TO-99-593 that are not involved
in the company-specific complaints in Case No. TC-2002-194 should not be required to
participate in additional hearings in a new case brought by MITG. In addition, it appears likely
that consolidation of Case No. TO-99-593 will slow resolution of the issues in that proceeding

since MITG apparently believes that hearings will be required in Case No. TC-2002-194.




WHEREFORE, having responded to MITG's Motion, Verizon and SWBT respectfully

request that the Commission deny MITG's Motion to Consolidate for Supplemental Hearings.
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