BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE

COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Joint Application of

)

Acceris Management and Acquisition
LLC
)

LLC and Acceris Communications Corp.
)   

for Approval of the Acquisition of Certain

)
Case No. TO-2005-0508
Assets of Acceris Communications Corp.
)

by Acceris Management and Acquisition LLC
)

MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER
COME NOW Acceris Management and Acquisition LLC (“ACCERIS” or “Buyer”) and Acceris Communications Corp. (“ACC” or “Seller”), (referred to collectively hereinafter as “Joint Applicants” or “the Parties”), and move the Commission, pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.085, to issue a protective order in this matter with respect to the Asset Purchase Agreement (“Agreement”) to be provided in conjunction with the Joint Application for authority for ACCERIS to acquire certain assets of ACC, which is being contemporaneously with this Motion. In support of their motion, Joint Applicants state as follows:

1.
Joint Applicants have filed their Application for authority for ACCERIS to acquire certain assets of ACC. Appendix C to the Application will be the Asset Purchase Agreement, which will include highly confidential information. 
2.
ACCERIS is a privately held limited liability company engaged in the provision of telecommunications services, which are highly competitive. The public disclosure of the Asset Purchase Agreement could be injurious to the business and competitive position of this entity.

3.
The Asset Purchase Agreement to be provided as Appendix C contains private and confidential business information, and therefore constitutes highly confidential information entitled to protection from disclosure under 4 CSR 240-2.085. None of the information for which Joint Applicants claim confidentiality can be found in any format in any other public document.
4.
For these reasons, Joint Applicants request the issuance of a Protective Order in this case. At such time as the Commission issues a Protective Order, the Asset Purchase Agreement will be marked “Highly Confidential” and late-filed as such in this case. 

WHEREFORE, Acceris Management and Acquisition LLC and Acceris Communications Corp. respectfully and jointly request that the Commission issue its standard protective order in this proceeding with respect to the Asset Purchase Agreement to be filed as Appendix C to their Joint Application for Approval of Transfer of Assets.


Respectfully submitted,


/s/ William D. Steinmeier
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing document has been served electronically on the General Counsel’s Office and the Office of the Public Counsel this 30th day of June 2005.







/s/ William D. Steinmeier
   
                       William D. Steinmeier
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