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STATE OF MISSOURI
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

QRDERREARDIN~THIRD MOTION TO COMPEL

On November 7, 1995, Union Electric Company (UE) filed an application

with the Commission requesting an order from the Commission authorizing

certain merger transactions . On November 15, 1995, the Commission issued

an order and notice, providing notice of this proposal to the public and

providing for intervention of proper parties . The Commission adopted a

proposed procedural schedule in this matter on January 22, 1996 .

On May 29, 1996, the office of the Public Counsel (OPC) filed its

third motion to compel UE to answer a series of data requests to which UE

objected . UE filed its answer on June 4, 1996, stating that it currently

objects to two of the subject data requests, those being numbers 675 and

676, attached to this order for reference as Attachment A .

The OPC, in the above-referenced request, seeks substantial

information regarding the analyses of the costs and benefits of a new UE

automatic meter reading program . In its motion the OPC maintains that the

information is relevant and important in determining whether UE's analysis

of the costs and benefits of the proposed merger are consistent with the
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method of analyses of the costs and benefits of other UE long-term

investments .

In its response, UE objects to the data requests on the basis that

the stated intent, a comparison of methods of evaluating the costs and

benefits of long-term investments, would yield little useful data, as the

situations are vastly different . UE requests the Commission sustain its

objection to data requests numbered 675 and 676 as little or no relevant

and useful information would be obtained .

The Commission has considered the arguments of both parties in this

matter and the Commission finds little or no relevant comparison, for

purposes of this case, between the analysis of the costs and benefits of

the UE automated meter reading program and the proposed corporate merger .

The Commission is of the opinion that little, if anything, of relevance or

other probative value would be gained from ordering compliance with the

instant data requests . The Commission will, therefore, deny the OPC's

third motion to compel .

IT IS THEREFOREORDERED:

1 . That, for the reasons as set out above, the third motion to

compel of the Office of the Public Counsel is hereby denied .

2 . That this order shall become effective on the date hereof .

BY THE COMMIS
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Zobrist, Chm., McClure,
Kincheloe and Drainer, CC ., Concur .
Crumpton, C ., Absent .
ALJ : Derque

David L. Rauch
Executive Secretary
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Information Requested.

Information Provided :

Data Information Request
from Office of Public Counsel to

Union Electric
Case No. EM-96-149

Attachment A

No. 675

Please provide a copy of all documents created by or for UE that include descriptions or
analyses of the costs and benefits of installing a new automated meter reading (AM)
system . Ibis DR should be interpreted to include documents pertaining to the specific
AMR system that UE has decided to install, as well as documents pertaining to the costs
and benefits ofAMR systems in general,

Union Electric Company objects to this data request as it seeks material which is
neither relevant nor reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of evidence
relevant to the merger proceeding .
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Information Requested :

Data rnformation Request
from Ofllce of Public Counsel to

WOO Electric
Case No. EM-96-149

How much will UE's new AMR system cost and how long will it take to recoup that
cost? Please provide a copy of all workpapers that support your answer. .

Information Provided :

P.7

No. 676

Union Electric Company objects to this data request as it seeks material which is
neither relevant nor reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of evidence
relevant to the merger proceeding.
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