
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

In the Matter of the Application of 
Jack Hearrell for a Change of Electric 
Supplier From White River Valley Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., to The Empire District 
Electric Company. 

Case No, E0-2000-346 

ORDER AND NOTICE 

AND ORDER DIRECTING FILING AND RESPONSES 

Mr. Jack Hearrell (Applicant) filed an Application for Change 

of Electric Service Provider on November 29, 1999. The application 

indicates that the Applicant desires a change of electric suppliers 

from the White River Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. (White River), 

to The Empire District Electric Company (Empire). The Applicant 

states that the reason for the change is related to development within 

the city limits of Branson, Missouri. The Applicant further states 

that each electric utility is in agreement with the change. 

The Commission may act on this application and approve a 

change of electric supplier provided that such a change would be in 

the public interest for a reason other than a rate differential. 

Section 394.315, RSMo 1994, and 4 CSR 240-2.060 (12) (H). Before the 

Commission may act on this application, the necessary parties ~Till be 

joined, notified and given an opportunity to be heard. In addition, 

certain additional information ~Till be required. 

The requirement of a hearing has been fulfilled when all those 

having a desire to be heard are offered an opportunity to be heard. 

If no proper party is granted intervention and neither the Commis-

sian's Staff nor the Office of the Public Counsel requests a hearing, 



the Commission may determine that a hearing is not necessary and that 

the applicant may submit its evidence in support of the application by 

verified statement. State ex rel. Rex Deffenderfer Enterprises, Inc. 

v. Public Service Commission, 776 S.W.2d 494, 496 (Mo. App. 1989). 

Empire and White River are necessary parties to this 

proceeding and will be made parties. The Records Department of the 

Commission shall send a copy of this order with a copy of the 

application attached to Empire and to White River as ~Tell as to the 

Commission's Counsel and to the Office of the Public Counsel. 

The Application does not provide a sufficiently detailed 

reason to support the change in electric supplier. A change in 

electric supplier must be in the public interest and for a reason 

other that a rate differential. Section 394.315, RSMo 1994. The 

Applicant ~rill be directed to file a sworn and notarized statement 

providing a detailed reason or reasons supporting the change in 

electric supplier that demonstrates why a change ~Tould be in the 

public interest for a reason other than a rate differential. 

Empire and White River will be directed to file responses to 

the application, or, in lieu of a response, verified statements may be 

filed indicating whether the companies agree to the change of electric 

supplier. 

The Staff of the Commission ~Till be directed to file a 

recommendation regarding the application for a change of electric 

supplier. 

Anyone else wishing to intervene must submit an application to 

intervene to: 
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Dale Hardy Roberts, Secretary 
Missouri Public Service Commission 
Post Office Box 360 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102. 

Copies of any application to intervene should be sent to all parties 

as described in this order. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

1. That the White River Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc., 

and The Empire District Electric Company are made parties to this 

case. 

2. That the Records Department of the Missouri Public Service 

Commission shall send this order with a copy of the application 

attached to the Commission's Staff, to the Office of the Public 

Counsel and to the parties belm1: 

The Empire District Electric Company 
602 Joplin Street 
Post Office Box 127 
Joplin, Missouri 64802 

White River Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Post Office Box 960 
Branson, Missouri 65615 

3. That any interested party wishing to intervene in this 

case shall file an application to do so no later than December 27, 

1999. Such applications shall be filed ~lith the Secretary of the 

Missouri Public Service Commission, Post Office Box 3 60, 

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102, and copies shall be served upon the 

parties as set forth herein. 

4. That Jack Hearrell shall file a s~mrn and notarized 

~1ritten statement (affidavit) providing a detailed reason or reasons 

supporting the change in electric supplier that demonstrates why a 
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change '·muld be in the public interest for a reason other than a rate 

differential. Mr. Hearrell shall file the affidavit and 14 copies 

"ith the Secretary of the Missouri Public Service Conunission, Post 

Office Box 360, Jefferson City, Missouri 65102, and shall also mail 

copies to each of the parties as set forth herein. The letter shall 

be filed no later than December 27, 1999. 

5. That White River valley Electric Cooperative, Inc., and 

The Empire District Electric Company shall file responses to the 

application, or, in lieu of a response, shall file verified statements 

indicating whether the companies agree to the change of electric 

supplier no later than January 10, 2000. 

6. That the Staff of the Conunission shall file a memorandum 

advising either approval or rejection of the application and the 

reasons therefor no later than January 24, 2000. If this matter is 

not complete for the Staff's consideration the Staff shall file a 

motion in lieu of a reconunendation as necessary and appropriate. 

7. That this order shall become effective on December 10, 

1999. 

(SEAL) 

Keith Thornburg, Regulatory Law 
Judge, by delegation of authority 
pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.120(1) 
(November 30, 1995) and 
Section 386.240, RSMo 1994. 

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri, 
on this lOth day of December, 1999. 

BY THE COMMISSION 

D~'~i~.M5 
Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge 
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