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PROPOSED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

COMES NOW Staff of the Public Service Commission of Missouri (Staff) and for its proposed procedural schedule states:

1.
In its suspension order in this case the Commission directed Staff to file a proposed procedural schedule in this case not later than September 15, 2003.  Staff requested, and the Commission granted, an extension until September 18, 2003, to make its filing.

2.
Staff has consulted with the other parties, and considered the procedural schedule in Aquila’s pending electric and steam rate cases.  The Staff and other parties will file proposed changes to the electric and steam cases to better accommodate all of the current Aquila cases.

3.
For this case Staff proposes the following schedule:
October  20, 2003
Aquila provides its books ending September 30, and supporting workpapers to all other parties for update through September 30; otherwise update is through June 30, 2003.

November 24, 2003
Aquila files its updated case and supporting workpapers to all other parties.


January 6, 2004
Revenue requirement direct testimony of all parties other than Aquila.

January 13
Rate design direct testimony of all parties other than Aquila.
January 20 
Case reconciliation.

January 26-29
Prehearing.

February 2
List of Issues, order of witnesses, order of cross.

February 13
Rebuttal testimony of all parties.

March 12
Surrebuttal testimony.

March 16
Statements of position.

March 25-26, 29-31
Hearing.

2.  
4.
The Staff has consulted with counsel for the other parties, and believes that all agree with this proposed procedural schedule.

5.

3. The Office of the Public Counsel recommends that the Commission hold local public hearings in this case at Marshall, Platte City, Rolla, Nevada and Sedalia for the MPS service area; and in Maryville for the L&P service area.  Aquila suggests that local public hearings in Rolla, Sedalia and Maryville will provide an appropriate sampling of its customers.  Staff supports the recommendation of the Office of the Public Counsel.  The parties request that the public hearings be held between January 6, 2004 and January 26, 2004.
WHEREFORE, Staff asks the Commission to enter a procedural schedule in this case consistent with the recommendations above.
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