BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of Missouri Public
)

Service (MPS), a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc.,
)
Case No. ER-2001-672
to Implement a General Rate Increase for Retail
)
Tariff No. JE-2003-1101

Electric Service Provided to Customers in the

)

Missouri Service Area of MPS.



)

ORDER APPROVING TARIFF

IN COMPLIANCE WITH COMMISSION ORDER

On June 8, 2001, Missouri Public Service, a division of UtiliCorp United Inc., submitted to the Commission proposed tariff sheets intended to implement a general rate increase for electric service provided to retail customers in its Missouri service area.  The proposed tariff sheets bore a requested effective date of July 9, 2001.  The proposed electric service tariff sheets were designed to produce an annual increase of $49,352,769 in the Company's revenues, exclusive of franchise and occupational taxes, a 16.86 percent increase.  On June 21, the Commission suspended Company’s proposed tariff sheets for 120 days plus six months, until May 6, 2002.

On December 6, 2001, the Staff of the Commission filed its motion for leave to file an excess earnings complaint against UtiliCorp.  On December 21, Staff filed its complaint, asserting Staff’s position that UtiliCorp had excess earnings amounting to about $20 million annually.  Also on December 21, Staff filed its Motion to Consolidate Case Nos. ER‑2001‑672 and EC‑2002‑265.  In its motion, Staff explained that Case No. EC‑2002‑265 arose out of its preparation for trial in Case No. ER‑2001‑672.  The Commission by its order on January 18, 2002, authorized Staff to pursue its overearnings complaint and consolidated the two cases.

On January 25, 2002, the Commission convened an evidentiary hearing.  At that time, the parties advised the Commission that a settlement was imminent.  The Commission canceled the scheduled evidentiary hearing.  On February 5, the Commis​sion’s Staff moved for leave to file the Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement of the parties; accompanying Staff’s motion was the Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement, duly executed by all parties of record or their representatives.  The Commission approved the Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement on February 21, 2002.  On March 11, effective March 21, the Commission approved proposed tariff sheets submitted in compliance with the Commission’s order of February 21.

On November 8, 2002, UtiliCorp – now known as Aquila, Inc. – submitted additional proposed tariff sheets in compliance with the Commission’s order of February 21, 2002, File No. JE‑2003‑1101, bearing an effective date of December 9.  These sheets, as agreed in the Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement of the Parties, approved by the Commission on February 21, set out descriptions of the service area of Missouri Public Service, a division of Aquila, in congressional township format.  On November 21, Staff filed its Memorandum and Recommendation advising the Commission to approve the proposed tariff sheets.  Thereafter, on December 3, Aquila submitted substitute sheets and extended the effective date to December 16.  The substitute sheets were filed in order to correct certain errors found in the original proposed sheets.  On December 11, Staff filed its Second Memorandum and Recommendation, again advising the Commission to approve the proposed tariff sheets.

Staff states that the Energy Department Staff has reviewed the substitute tariff sheets filed by Aquila, and “is of the opinion that they were timely filed and are in compliance with the Commission’s Order and the Stipulation and Agreement.”  Having considered the proposed substitute tariff sheets, the Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement and Staff’s Memorandum and Recommendation, the Commission determines that the proposed sheets comply with the Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement and should be approved.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the proposed substitute tariff sheets filed by Aquila, Inc., doing business as Missouri Public Service, on December 3, 2002, File No. JE‑2003‑1101, are approved for service rendered on and after December 16, 2002.  The specific tariff sheets approved are:

                                   PSC Mo. No. 2                                   

13th Revised Sheet No. 1, Canceling 12th Revised Sheet No. 1

Original Sheet No. 1.1

Original Sheet No. 1.2 

Original Sheet No. 1.3

Original Sheet No. 1.4

Original Sheet No. 1.5

Original Sheet No. 1.6

Original Sheet No. 1.7

Original Sheet No. 1.8

2. That this order shall become effective on December 16, 2002.

3. That this case may be closed on December 17, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant Section 386.240, 

RSMo Supp. 2001.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 11th day of December, 2002.
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