BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Union Electric
)

Company for a Certificate of Public Convenience
)

and Necessity Authorizing It to Construct, Install,
)

Own, Operate, Control, Manage and Maintain
)
Case No. EA-2005-0180

Electric Plant, as Defined in Section 386.020(14),
)

RSMo, to Provide Electric Service in a Portion of
)

New Madrid County, Missouri, as an Extension
)

of Its Existing Certificated Area.
)

ORDER DIRECTING NOTICE, SHORTENING TIME FOR RESPONSE, ADDING A PARTY, SETTING DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF INTERVENTION REQUESTS, ADOPTING

PROTECTIVE ORDER, AND DIRECTING FILING

On December 20, 2004, Union Electric Company, doing business as AmerenUE (UE), filed its application under Section 393.170, RSMo, and the Commission's Rules for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity authorizing it to provide electric service to the aluminum smelting plant operated by Noranda Aluminum, Inc., in New Madrid County, Missouri, as an extension of its existing service area and system.  UE is an electric and gas utility that serves over a million Missouri customers as well as several thousand Illinois customers.  Noranda is an aluminum processor that employs over 1,100 persons with an annual payroll of $57 million;  Noranda also spends approximately $22 million annually for supplies from local suppliers.  Noranda is thus a major component of the economy of south-eastern Missouri.  

Noranda's current power supply contract expires on May 31, 2005, and Noranda is seeking a new power supply source.  UE and Noranda propose to enter into a 15-year power supply agreement whereby UE would supply power to Noranda over existing facilities pursuant to a proposed new Large Transmission Service (LTS) tariff, which is generally similar to UE's existing Large Primary Service (LPS) tariff.  The service area extension sought by UE encompasses Noranda's premises and Noranda is the sole landowner in the area for which certification is sought.  Some of the facilities that UE would use to deliver power to Noranda belong to a third party with whom UE already has an Interchange Agreement permitting such use.  

The nature of aluminum smelting operations is such that they operate around‑the-clock, throughout the year.  Noranda cannot cease its operations without sustaining significant economic losses and possibly irreparable damage to its facilities.  For this reason, in view of the pending expiration of Noranda's present power supply contract and its urgent need to have another supplier in place prior to that date, UE has requested expedited treatment of its application.  In particular, UE requests that the Commission  issue its order no later than March 21, 2005, to become effective ten days later.  The Commission will shorten the time allowed to respond to UE's Motion for Expedited Treatment.  

UE has also filed a proposed Expedited Procedural Schedule accompanied by a Motion for Expedited Treatment.  The Commission will also shorten the time allowed to respond to UE's Motion for Expedited Treatment.  

Full and fair adjudication of this matter requires the participation of all parties-in- interest.  Therefore, the Commission will make Noranda Aluminum, Inc., a party to this matter.  The Commission notes that Noranda filed an Application for Intervention on December 21.  

The Commission finds that notice of this application should be given to the general public and to interested parties and that a date for intervention of proper parties should be set.  The Commission’s Data Center shall mail a copy of this notice to the County Commission of New Madrid County.  In addition, the Commission’s Public Information Officer shall make notice of this order available to the media serving New Madrid County and to the members of the General Assembly representing New Madrid County.  

UE also requests that the Commission adopt its standard Protective Order to protect confidential and sensitive business information from disclosure during the course of the proceedings in this matter.  The Commission will do so.  

The Commission will also direct its Staff to submit a Memorandum and Recommendation regarding UE's Application.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That responses to Union Electric Company's Motion for Expedited Treatment of its Application for a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity and to its proposed Expedited Procedural Schedule shall be filed not later than 4:00 p.m. on Monday, December 27, 2004.  

2. That Noranda Aluminum, Inc., is made a party to this case. 

3. That the Missouri Public Service Commission’s Data Center shall serve notice as set out herein.

4. That the Missouri Public Service Commission’s Public Information Officer shall make notice of this Order available as set out herein.

5. That any proper person wishing to intervene in this matter shall file an application to do so not later than 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 6, 2005.  Such applications shall be filed with:

Secretary

Missouri Public Service Commission

P.O. Box 360

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

with a copy served on:

Joseph H. Raybuck

Edward C. Fitzhenry

Ameren Services Company

P.O. Box 66149

St. Louis, Missouri 63166-6149

James B. Lowery

Smith Lewis, L.L.P.

P.O. Box 918

Columbia, Missouri 65205

Stuart W. Conrad

Finnegan, Conrad & Peterson, L.C.

3100 Broadway, Suite 1209

Kansas City, Missouri 64111

and:

Office of the Public Counsel

P.O. Box 2230

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

6. That the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall file its Memorandum and Recommendation regarding the Application filed herein not later than 4:00 p.m. on Friday, January 28, 2005.  

7. That the attached Protective Order, labeled as Attachment A, is adopted for this case.  The parties are directed to comply with it.  

8. That this order shall become effective on December 23, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 23rd day of December, 2004.
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