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In its Initial Brief, Utilicorp United, Inc . (Utilicorp) argues that this Commission should not

grant the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) the relief it seeks in this proceeding

because to do so would come dangerously close to confiscating Utilicorp property .

Utilicorp is not accurately characterizing what the MDNR asks this Commission to do . As

set out in Ms. Anita Randolph's Testimony, the MDNR is asking that this Commission direct that

Utilicorp enter into a collaborative partnership with the MDNR and other interested stakeholders

to develop programs for low income weatherization, as well as the promotion of renewable energy

and other energy efficiency measures . Transcript of Hearing, Volume 6, page 840-841. While Mr.

Colton suggested that funding for these programs could come out of merger savings, other funding

mechanisms may be explored, developed and utilized during the collaborative process . Colton

Rebuttal Testimony, p . 51 . The MDNR has no intention or desire to deprive Utilicorp of its property .

However, the evidence presented by the MDNR does demonstrate that absent an order similar to the

one suggested in the MDNR's Initial Brief, the proposed merger will be detrimental to the public

interest .
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