BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of an Investigation into the Effects

)

of the Bankruptcy of Telecommunications Carriers

)
Case No. TW-2003-0063

in the State of Missouri. 

)

ORDER DIRECTING NOTICE
The Missouri Public Service Commission established this case on August 15, 2002, because of an increasing number of bankruptcy filings by certificated telecommunications carriers operating in the state of Missouri.  In particular, on July 21, 2002, WorldCom, Inc., and almost all of its active, domestic subsidiaries sought the protection of Chapter 11 of Title 11 United States Code, the Bankruptcy Act.
  This was reported at the time as the largest single bankruptcy filing in the history of the United States.

The Commission is authorized and required to inform itself as to the general condition of telephone corporations operating in Missouri, including the adequacy of their service.
  The telecommunications bankruptcies referred to above raise questions as to the ability of these carriers to continue to provide safe, adequate and nondiscriminatory services to customers at just and reasonable rates and as to the impact upon other telecommunications carriers operating in Missouri.  Together with the bankruptcies, the Commission has seen an increase in expedited requests for additional and expanded certifications by carriers desirous of purchasing the assets and customer base of defunct carriers.

For these reasons, the Commission opened this case to monitor the status of bankrupt telecommunications carriers, including WorldCom and its subsidiaries.  Because the bankrupt carriers interact with other Missouri carriers and their customers, who consequently possess information important to the Commission in this proceeding, the Commission will direct notice to all Missouri-certificated telecommunications carriers in order to elicit the participation of other carriers.  Participation shall be in the nature of the status formerly known as “participation without intervention” in Commission proceedings.  Participants will not be permitted to conduct any discovery without prior approval by the Commission.  Additionally, the Commission’s public information officer is directed to make this notice available to the media serving the state of Missouri.  

The Commission hereby notifies interested parties that WorldCom, Inc., Intermedia Communications, Inc., TTI National, Inc., Brooks Fiber Communications of Missouri, Inc., MCI WORLDCOM Communications, Inc., MCI WORLDCOM Network Services, Inc., MCImetro Access Transmission Services, LLC, Metropolitan Fiber Systems of St. Louis, Inc., and Teleconnect Long Distance Services & Systems Co. shall jointly make an on-the-record presentation to the Commission on Wednesday, October 9, 2002, beginning at 10:00 a.m. concerning the status of the bankruptcy, and its expected impact on Missouri customers and on other telephone corporations operating in Missouri.  The on-the-record presentation will be held at the Commission's offices in the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, Room 310, a facility which meets the accessibility standards of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  If any person needs additional accommodations to participate in the on-the-record presentation, please call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or 1‑800‑829‑7541 (TDD) prior to the on-the-record presentation.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

1. That the Data Center of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall serve this notice upon all Missouri-certificated telecommunications carriers.  

2. That the Public Information Officer of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall make this notice available to the news media serving the state of Missouri.  

3. That any party wishing to participate in this matter shall file an applica​tion no later than November 4, 2002, with:

Dale Hardy Roberts, Secretary

Missouri Public Service Commission

Post Office Box 360

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

and send copies to:

Carl J. Lumley, Esq.

Curtis, Oetting, Heinz, Garrett & O’Keefe, P.C.

130 South Bemiston, Suite 200

St. Louis, Missouri 63105

Anthony K. Conroy, Esq.

Southwestern Bell Telephone Company

One SBC Center, Room 3518

St. Louis, Missouri 63101

Carol Keith, Esq.

NuVox Communications of Missouri, Inc.

16090 Swingley Ridge Road, Suite 500

Chesterfield, Missouri 63017

and:

Office of the Public Counsel

Post Office Box 7800

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

4. That this order shall become effective on October 4, 2002.  

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
( S E A L )

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 4th day of October, 2002.  

� Eight of WorldCom, Inc.’s subsidiaries seeking bankruptcy protection -- Intermedia Communications, Inc., TTI National, Inc., Brooks Fiber Communications of Missouri, Inc., MCI WORLDCOM Communications, Inc., MCI WORLDCOM Network Services, Inc., MCImetro Access Transmission Services, LLC, Metropolitan Fiber Systems of St. Louis, Inc., and Teleconnect Long Distance Services & Systems Co., -- are certificated to provide telecommunications services in the state of Missouri.  Metropolitan Fiber Systems of Kansas City, Missouri, Inc., another WorldCom, Inc., subsidiary that is certificated to provided telecommunications service in the state of Missouri, is not listed in bankruptcy documents.  


� Section 386.320, RSMo 2000.  
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