BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company’s Tariff
)
Case No. GR-99-315

to Revise Natural Gas Rate Schedules

)    



JOINT PROPOSED ORDER OF WITNESSES, ORDER OF CROSS-EXAMINATION, AND STATEMENT OF PREFERENCES FOR BRIEFS

COME NOW Laclede Gas Company (“Laclede”), Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE (“AmerenUE”), the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”), and the Office of the Public Counsel (“Public Counsel”), and respectfully propose the following Order of Witnesses, Order of Cross-Examination, and preferences for briefs:

1.  
Pursuant to the Procedural Schedule adopted by the Commission on June 24, 2004, evidentiary hearings are scheduled in this remanded case on Wednesday, September 22 through Friday, September 24, 2004, commencing each day at 8:30 a.m.

2.
Supplemental Direct and Supplemental Rebuttal testimony has been filed by eight witnesses.  
3.
By Order dates September 16, 2004, the Commission ordered the parties sponsoring witnesses to file a notice with the Commission stating the order in which they intend to call witnesses and their preferences for filing briefs.
4.
The parties hereby propose the following order for these eight witnesses:

Barry C. Cooper, Chief Financial Officer for Laclede (for Laclede)

Warner L. Baxter, Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of Ameren and AmerenUE (for AmerenUE)

William M. Stout, P.E., President, Valuation and Rate Division of Gannett Fleming, Inc. (jointly sponsored by Laclede and AmerenUE)

R. Lawrence Sherwin, Assistant Vice President – Regulatory Administration of Laclede (for Laclede)

Martin J. Lyons, Jr., Vice President and Controller of Ameren and AmerenUE (for AmerenUE)

Rosella L. Schad, P.E., Engineer, Engineering and Management Services Department (for Staff)


Mark I. Oligschlaeger, Regulatory Auditor (for Staff)


Steven M. Fetter, President, Regulation UnFettered (for AmerenUE)


5.
The parties hereby propose the following order of cross-examination:

For Mr. Stout, cross will be by Public Counsel, then Staff (Since Mr. Stout is a jointly-sponsored witness, redirect by Laclede and AmerenUE)

For Messrs. Cooper and Sherwin, cross will be by AmerenUE, Public Counsel, then Staff

For Messrs. Baxter, Lyons, and Fetter, cross will be by Laclede, Public Counsel, then Staff

For Mrs. Schad and Mr. Oligschlaeger, cross will be by Public Counsel, AmerenUE, then Laclede 

6. The parties propose that the witnesses should be scheduled for cross-
examination as follows:  


Wednesday, September 22 --- (following opening statements) Messrs. Cooper, Baxter and Stout
Thursday, September 23--- Messrs. Sherwin and Lyons and Mrs. Schad and Mr. Oligschlaeger

Friday, September 24--- Mr. Fetter 

The parties agree that if cross-examination does not allow the first seven witnesses to be completed in the first two days, the third day of hearings can be used to finish those witnesses and Mr. Fetter.  
7. With respect to the filing of briefs versus closing arguments in lieu of briefs, the parties believe the Commission would benefit from the filing of briefs.  The parties therefore propose the following briefing schedule:

Simultaneous Briefs and Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law to be filed by November 2, 2004

Respectfully submitted: 

	/s/ James B. Lowery





Thomas M. Byrne, #33340


 

One Ameren Plaza




1901 Chouteau Avenue




P. O. Box 66149, MC 1310




St. Louis, MO  63166-6149




(314) 554-2514 (Phone)

(314) 554-4014 (Fax)





E-mail:  tbyrne@ameren.com
James B. Lowery, #40503

Smith Lewis, LLP

111 S. Ninth Street

Columbia, MO 65201

P.O. Box 918

Columbia, MO 65205

(573) 443-3141 (Phone)

(573) 442-6686 (Fax)

E-mail:  lowery@smithlewis.com
Attorneys for AmerenUE

/s/ Thomas R. Schwarz, Jr.     
Thomas R. Schwarz, Jr., #29645

Deputy General Counsel

P.O. Box 360

Jefferson City, MO 65102

(573) 751-5239 (Phone)

E-mail:  tim.schwarz@psc.mo.gov
Attorney for the Staff

	/s/ Michael C. Pendergast___

Michael C. Pendergast, #31763

Vice President & Associate General Counsel

Rick Zucker, #49211 

Assistant General Counsel-Regulatory

Laclede Gas Company

720 Olive Street, Room 1520

St. Louis, MO 63101

(314) 342-0532  (Phone)   

(314) 421-1979 (Fax)

E-mail:  mpendergast@lacledegas.com
              rzucker@lacledegas.com
Attorneys for Laclede Gas Company

/s/ M. Ruth O’Neill
M. Ruth O’Neill, #49456

Senior Public Counsel

Office of the Public Counsel

P.O. Box  2230

Jefferson City, MO 65102

(573) 751-1304 (Phone)
(573) 751-5562 (Fax)

E-mail:  ruth.oneill@ded.mo.gov
Attorney for Office of the Public Counsel


� Mr. Fetter is engaged in other proceedings before the Georgia Public Service Commission during the week of September 20 and cannot arrive in Jefferson City for the hearings in this case until the afternoon or the evening of Thursday, September 23, 2004 and thus is likely not available to testify until the morning of Friday, September 24, 2004.
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