BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Staff of the Public Service Commission 

)

Of the State of Missouri



)








)





Complainant,

)








)  Case No. GC-2006-0318, et al
v.






)








)

Laclede Gas Company



)








)





Respondent.

)

COMMENTS ON PROPOSED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

COMES NOW Laclede Gas Company ("Laclede" or "Company"), and files these Comments on Proposed Procedural Schedule, and in support thereof, states as follows:


1.
On June 21, 2006, the Commission issued an order granting the Office of Public Counsel’s request to extend the filing of direct testimony to July 21, 2006, and directing the parties to propose a revised procedural schedule by July 3, 2006.  


2.
On July 3, 2006, Staff filed a Revised Proposed Procedural Schedule on behalf of itself, Public Counsel and USW Local 11-6.  Staff’s procedural schedule provides for rebuttal and surrebuttal testimony in September 2006, and a hearing on October 10-11, 2006. 


3.
Laclede has a number of proceedings before the Commission that are currently in process, and in establishing schedules, Laclede is attempting to minimize the overlap in testimonies, briefs and hearing dates.  Accordingly, Laclede attempted to arrange a schedule in this case that was slightly behind the dates proposed in Staff’s schedule.  Unfortunately, due to the limited availability of hearing dates, there was no hearing time available that was acceptable to all parties.


4.
While Laclede does not object to the procedural schedule provided by Staff, it reserves the right to request modifications to this schedule should other hearing dates become available.  
 


WHEREFORE, Laclede respectfully submit its comments to the proposed procedural schedule filed by Staff in this case.





Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Michael C. Pendergast____________
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Attorneys for Laclede Gas Company

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Proposed Procedural Schedule was served on the General Counsel of the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, the Office of Public Counsel and USW, Local 11-6 on this 3rd day of July 2006, by hand-delivery, email, fax or United States mail, postage prepaid.







/s/ Gerry Lynch
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