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Energy	Efficiency	in	the		
Home	Buying	Process	

•  By	Cherylyn	Kelley		
•  Cer+fied	Course	

•  Undergoing	updates	
•  To	be	accredited	and	available	online	

•  Three	Missouri	Real	Estate	Commission	CEUs		
•  Con+nuing	Educa+on	Elec+ve	Topic	
•  Free	for	MO	Realtors	



Topics	Covered	in	Module	
•  Energy	Efficiency	
•  Home	Performance	
•  Introduc+on	to	Building	Science	
•  Changing	Buyer	Preferences	
•  Why	Efficient	Homes	MaHer	
•  Home	Energy	Ra+ng	Systems	
•  Missouri	Home	Energy	Cer+fica+on	
•  Financing	Opportuni+es	
•  Efficiency	Incen+ves	
•  Marke+ng	Efficient	Homes	
•  Green	MLS	&	Green	Addendum	
•  Green	Building	Registry®	



Energy	Efficiency			
Defining	Energy	Efficiency		

•  “Using	technology	that	requires	less	energy	to	
perform	the	same	func+on.”	EIA	

Improving	residen+al	energy	efficiency	helps	to:	
•  Improve	in-home	comfort	
•  Save	money	on	energy	bills	
•  Reduce	wasted	energy	resources	and	emissions	
•  Foster	growth	of	local	energy	efficiency	jobs	
•  Can	help	mi+gate	health	impacts	of	homes 



Home	Performance		
Analyzing	and	improving	the	

•  efficiency	
•  comfort		
• health	
•  safety		
• durability		

Focus	on	a	house-as-a-
system	approach	



Why	Efficient	Homes	MaIer	
•  Sales	Premiums	
•  Faster	Sales	
•  Informed	Sales	
• Good	Investment	
•  Improved	Quality	of	
Life	



Certified homes sell 
for 9.6% more6 
 Certified homes sell for 4.2% 

more & 18 days faster6 
 

Certified homes sell for 
2.1 to 5.3% more9 

PACE homes delivered $199 
to $8,882 in savings above 
cost of improvements7 

 

Homes that disclose energy 
costs sold 20 days faster5 

 

Homes that use “green” fields consistently 
perform better on market indicators8 

 
New certified homes sold for 
12.9% more,$13.82 per ft2 
more, & 42 days faster1 
 

ENERGY STAR homes sold at $5,566 
premium at $2.99 per ft2 more, & 89 days 

faster10 
 Homes designated relatively 

energy efficient sold for an 
average $3,416 premium4 

Houses with one or 
more green element 
sell for 5.9% more2 

Sources: 1Argeris, 2010; 2Cadena & Thomson, 2015; 3Carson Matthews, 2009; 4Corgel, 
Goebel, & Wade, 1982; 5Elevate Energy, 2015; 6Griffin, 2009; 7Goodman & Zhu, 2016; 
8Institute for Market Transformation, 2015; 9Kahn & Kok, 2013; 10Pfleger et al., 2011. 

Certified homes sold for a 
higher percentage of their 
asking price & 31 days 
faster2 
 



Home	Energy	RaJng	Systems	

Home	Energy	Score		
•  Department	of	Energy	DOE	
•  Scale	of	1-10		

Home	Energy	Ra+ng	System	Index	
•  Residen+al	Energy	Services	

Network	RESNET	
•  Scale	of	0-150	



Missouri	Home	Energy	
CerJficaJon	MHEC	

MHEC	is	a	voluntary	
statewide	program	
created	to	s+mulate	
interest	in	home	energy	
audits	and	encourage	
energy	efficient	retrofits	
by	recognizing	the	value	
of	these	features	with	a	
state-issued	gold	or	silver	
cer+ficate.		



How	to	ParJcipate	

Locate	a	Missouri	cer+fied	home	energy	auditor	

Check	with	servicing	u+li+es	for	incen+ves	and	rebates	

Make	recommended	efficiency	upgrades	to	the	home	

Work	with	auditor	to	cer+fy	the	home	

Deduct	home	energy	audit	and	retrofits	



Financing	OpportuniJes		
•  Energy	Efficiency	Mortgages		
– Federal	Housing	
Administra+on	FHA	
– Veteran’s	Administra+on	VA	
– Fannie	Mae		
– Freddie	Mac		

• Property	Assessed	Clean	Energy	
PACE	



Efficiency	IncenJves		
•  Check	local	u+li+es	and	federal	
programs		for	rebates	and	other	
incen+ves	

•  DSIREUSA.ORG	
•  Research	program	specifica+ons	
before	buying	products	

•  Incen+ve	will	reimburse	costs	aaer	
post	assessment.	

•  MO	Personal	Income	Deduc+on	



MarkeJng	Efficient	Homes	
•  Ask	and	display	any	third-party	
cer+fica+ons	

•  Include	informa+on	on	MLS	
•  Encourage	energy	ra+ngs		
•  Showcase	energy	efficient	features	
•  Tailor	language	
•  Talk	about	the	benefits	
•  Encourage	buyers	to	value	energy	
efficiency	



Green	MulJple	LisJng	Service	MLS	

Aims	to:		
•  Help	buyers	quickly	
find	green	homes	

•  Make	promo+ng	the	
efficient	features	of	a	
home	easier	

•  Support	comparable	
when	appraising	
green	homes	

 

greenresourcecouncil.org		



Appraisal	InsJtute’s	AI		
Green	Addendum	

•  Appraisal Institute Form 820.04 
•  Includes EE and RE features 
•  Can be used an appraiser to form an 

accurate valuation of property 
•  Updated for ease of use and consistency 

between other agencies  
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Green	Building	Registry®	GBR	



Green	Building	Registry®	
The	GBR	performs	func+ons	
that	are	essen+al	to	
communicate	the	value	of	
accurate	and	verified	home	
energy	data	with	interested	
and	invested	par+es	at	the	
+me	of	sale.		

Qualified 

Accurate 

Secure 

Verified 

Public 



GBR	Demonstrates	Efficiency	
•  Search	for	home	energy	efficiency	data	
•  Access	accurate,	third	party-verified	home	
energy	scorecards	

•  Arrange	to	securely	retrieve	data	from	
trusted	sources	through	API	connec+on		

•  Import	data	into	Mul+ple	Lis+ng	Services	
at	the	click	of	a	buHon		

•  Use	the	permanent	URL	into	the	notes	of	a	
real	estate	lis+ng	

•  Communicate	the	value	of	home	energy	
efficiency	features	



Accessible	and	
Accurate	Data	
Aaer	a	home	energy	audit	with	
a	qualified	assessor	residents	
may	enter	their	address	to	
search	for	home	efficiency	data	
from	qualified	sources,	such	as:	

•  U.S.	DOE	HEScore	

•  RESNET	

•  Local	u+lity	providers	



Custom	Scorecards	

HERS	Index	Scorecard	

HEScore	Scorecard	



Bridging	the	Gap	

Real-Jme	reporJng	

Admin	dashboard	

MLS-linking	

Address	matching	

RESO	compliant	

SEED®	storage	

GBR	bridges	the	gap	among	appraisers,	
efficiency	contractors,	homeowners,	
lenders,	and	real	estate	agents	by	
providing	accessible	and	accurate	energy	
efficiency	home	data	through	features	
that	are	reliable,	secure,	and	easy	to	use.		
	
	



Admin	Func+ons	
	
	

•  Program	metrics	
•  Program	savings	

poten+al	
•  Assess	program	ac+vity		
•  Isolate	by:	

•  Date	
•  Ra+ng	system	
•  Assessor	
•  Organiza+on	

•  Export	data		
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Visit	our	program	webpage:	
energy.mo.gov/GreenBuildingRegistryMO	

	
Visit	Green	Building	Registry®:	
us.greenbuildingregistry.com	

	

	
	

 

 
 

Resources:	 Contact:	
Amelia	Trout	
573.751.1304	

Amelia.Trout@ded.mo.gov	
 


