BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Kansas City
)

Power & Light Company for Approval to Amend
)
Case No. EF-2004-0113
the Nuclear Decommissioning Trust Agreement
)
and Motion for Expedited Treatment.
)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On August 27, 2003, Kansas City Power & Light Company filed its application for leave to amend its nuclear decommissioning trust agreement in order to comply with a rule recently promulgated by the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  Together with its application, KCPL also filed its Motion for Expedited Treatment, requesting that the Commission approve its application by November 24, 2003.  KCPL explained that the effective date of the new federal rule is December 24, 2003.  The following day, the Commission directed its Staff to file its Memorandum and Recommendation by October 24.  

Staff responded on September 11, 2003, stating that it was unable to initiate its review of Kansas City Power & Light's proposed amendment to its nuclear decommission​ing trust agreement because it had not been provided with a copy of the proposed amended agreement.  Staff urged the Commission to reject KCPL's application as deficient or, if the Commission did not dismiss it, then Staff requested that it be granted 45 days after the filing of the agreement in order to complete its review and prepare its Memorandum and Recommendation.  

On September 19, the Commission directed the parties to advise it, by September 26, whether or not the proposed amended agreement had been filed.  On September 26, KCPL filed its Status Report and Notice of Filing, attached to which was a copy of the proposed First Amendment to KCPL's nuclear decommission​ing trust agreement.  On the same day, Staff filed its Current Status Report, in which Staff acknowledged that the First Amendment had been filed, but complained that the entire Amended and Restated Trust Agreement had not yet been filed.  Staff again requested that the Commission reject KCPL's application or, alternatively, grant it 45 days after September 29 in order to complete its review and prepare its Memorandum and Recommendation.
  Staff also requested that the Commission by order reduce the time for responding to data requests from 20 days to five, and for objecting to a data request from 10 days to three, in order to facilitate its review of the First Amendment and the Amended Trust Agreement.  

On September 29, KCPL filed its response to Staff and a copy of the entire Amended Trust Agreement.  KCPL stated that Commission approval is needed by December 24 in order to comply with the new rule of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  

The Commission has reviewed the pleadings filed herein by the parties.  It appears that KCPL will be satisfied if the proposed amended agreement is approved by December 24.  It appears further that Staff can easily complete its review in time for an order to be effective on that date.  It does not appear to be necessary to shorten the response and objection times applicable to data requests under Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.090.  The Commission will direct Staff to file its Memorandum and Recommendation accordingly.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Motion for Expedited Treatment filed by Kansas City Power & Light Company on August 27, 2003, is granted as modified by the Response of Kansas City Power & Light Company to Staff's Status Report, filed on September 29.  

2. That the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall file its Memorandum and Recommendation herein not later than 4:00 p.m. on December 5, 2003, advising the Commission whether or not the amended trust agreement should be approved.  Staff need not file its Memorandum and Recommendation on October 24 as previously directed.  

3. That this Order shall become effective on October 20, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
(S E A L)

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant to Section 386.240, 

RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 10th day of October, 2003.

� The 45th day after September 29 is November 13.  
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