BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Union Electric
)

Company for a Certificate of Public Convenience
)

and Necessity Authorizing It to Construct, Install,
)

Own, Operate, Control, Manage and Maintain
)
Case No. EA-2005-0180

Electric Plant, as Defined in Section 386.020(14),
)

RSMo, to Provide Electric Service in a Portion of
)

New Madrid County, Missouri, as an Extension
)

of Its Existing Certificated Area.
)

ORDER SETTING ADDITIONAL HEARING DAYS

AND DIRECTING FILING

On December 20, 2004, Union Electric Company, doing business as AmerenUE (UE), filed its application under Section 393.170, RSMo, and the Commission's Rules for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity authorizing it to provide electric service to the aluminum smelting plant operated by Noranda Aluminum, Inc., in New Madrid County, Missouri, as an extension of its existing service area and system.  Together with its Application, UE moved for expedited treatment.  

On January 4, 2005, the Commission granted expedited treatment and adopted an expedited procedural schedule.  Under that schedule, due to the press of other Commis​sion business, only two days are available for the evidentiary hearing in this case:  February 22 and 23.  A third day, March 3, is designated for closing arguments.  

Pursuant to the procedural schedule, the parties have filed the prepared testimony of 19 witnesses.  This number of witnesses requires the Commission to take certain steps to ensure that this hearing is completed in a timely fashion.  

First, two additional days will be made available for hearing:  February 24 and 25.  These days were originally blocked off for proceedings in Case No. EO-2004-0108, which case has finished.  The Commission finds that the public necessity requires that less than ten days' notice be given of these additional hearing days.  
Second, the parties will be required to state in advance whether they are willing to waive cross-examination as to any witness.  These statements must be filed in pleading form by 4:00 pm on Friday, February 18, 2005.  

Third, the parties will be required to confer and develop a Stipulation of Uncontested Facts.  This Stipulation must be ready for filing by the opening of the first day of hearing, February 22, 2005, at 8:30 a.m.  Alternatively, it may be read into the record at that time.  
Fourth, "friendly cross" will not be permitted.  

Fifth, as far as possible, Cross-examination will follow Questions from the Bench so that a Re-cross round will not be required.  
Sixth, any objections to prefiled testimony must be filed in written form by 4:00 pm on Friday, February 18, 2005.  

Seventh, the Presiding Officer may set time limits for Cross-examination if necessary.  This decision will depend on whether or not the hearing is progressing at a satisfactory pace.  
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the evidentiary hearing in this matter shall be held on February 24 and 25, 2005, in addition to the dates set previously.  Thus, there will be four days of hearing:  February 22, 23, 24 and 25, 2005.  The evidentiary hearing will be held at the Commission’s offices at the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, Room 310.  This building meets accessibility standards required by the Americans With Disabilities Act.  If a person needs additional accommodations to participate in the hearing, please call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or dial 711 for Relay Missouri prior to the hearing.  
2. That the parties shall comply with the seven points set out above, including filing statements indicating whether they are willing to waive cross-examination as to any witness as set out above;  conferring and preparing a Stipulation of Uncontested Facts;  and filing any objections to prefiled testimony in written form by the deadline set out above.  
3. That this order shall become effective on February 15, 2005.  
BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 15th day of February, 2005.
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