BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company’s 

)
Case No. GR-2002-356
Tariff to Revise Natural Gas Rate Schedules.
)
Tariff No. JG-2003-1100

ORDER APPROVING TARIFFS

IN COMPLIANCE WITH COMMISSION ORDER

On October 3, 2002, the Missouri Public Service Commission issued its Order Approving Stipulation and Agreement, approving the parties’ settlement of the general rate case initiated by Laclede Gas Company on January 25, 2002.  By that order, the Commis​sion directed Laclede to comply with the parties’ settlement, rejected the tariffs filed by Laclede on January 25, and further directed Laclede to “file as soon as practicable, but in no case later than the 30th day after the effective date of this Order, proposed tariff sheets in compliance with the settlement agreement of the parties approved herein.”

Laclede filed its compliance tariffs on October 18, together with a motion requesting that the Commission approve the tariffs effective November 1.  On October 22, Laclede withdrew the sheets filed on October 18 and filed other sheets, again requesting approval effective November 1.  On October 24, the Commission’s Staff moved the Commission to deny Laclede’s request for expedited treatment and to suspend the proposed compliance tariffs on the grounds that they were not in compliance with the settlement approved by the Commission.

Following a hearing on November 4 and November 6, the Commission issued its Report and Order on November 8, rejecting Laclede’s proposed tariff sheets filed on October 22 and directing Laclede to file compliant tariffs by Noon on that day.  Laclede did so and the Commission’s Staff, as directed by the Report and Order, filed its Memorandum and Recommendation before 4:00 p.m. on November 8, advising the Commission that Laclede’s new proposed tariff sheets are in compliance with the Commission’s Orders of October 3 and November 8 and should be approved.  Staff noted that two of the proposed sheets include Purchased Gas Adjustment (PGA) rates that should be approved on an interim basis, subject to refund, as is the Commission’s practice with such rates.   Staff further advised the Commission that good cause exists, pursuant to Section 393.140(11), RSMo 2000, such that the sheets should be approved on less than 30 days notice.

The Commission has reviewed the proposed tariff sheets and Staff’s Memorandum and Recommendation.  The Commission concludes that the proposed sheets comply with the Commission’s Orders of October 3 and November 8 and should be approved.  The Commission further finds that good cause has been shown pursuant to Section 393.140(11), RSMo 2000, such that the sheets should be approved on less than 30 days notice.  Therefore, the Commission will approve Laclede’s tariffs for service rendered on and after November 9, 2002.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

1. That the proposed natural gas service tariff sheets (File No. JG-2003‑1100) filed on November 8, 2002, by Laclede Gas Company for the purpose of increasing rates for natural gas service to retail customers are hereby approved for service rendered on and after November 9, 2002.  The specific sheets approved are:

_______________PSC Mo. No. 5 Consolidated_______________

5th Revised Sheet No. 1-a, Canceling 4th Revised Sheet No. 1-a

14th Revised Sheet No. 2, Canceling 13th Revised Sheet No. 2

10th Revised Sheet No. 3, Canceling 9th Revised Sheet No. 3

Original Sheet No. 3-a, Canceling All Previous Schedules

Original Sheet No. 3-b, Canceling All Previous Schedules

13th Revised Sheet No. 4, Canceling 12th Revised Sheet No. 4

2nd Revised Sheet No. 4-a, Canceling 1st Revised Sheet No. 4-a

14th Revised Sheet No. 5, Canceling 13th Revised Sheet No. 5

13th Revised Sheet No. 7, Canceling 12th Revised Sheet No. 7

15th Revised Sheet No. 8, Canceling 14th Revised Sheet No. 8

13th Revised Sheet No. 9, Canceling 12th Revised Sheet No. 9

8th Revised Sheet No. 11, Canceling 7th Revised Sheet No. 11

11th Revised Sheet No. 18, Canceling 10th Revised Sheet No. 18

Original Sheet No. 18-b, Canceling All Previous Schedules

Original Sheet No. 18-c, Canceling All Previous Schedules

Original Sheet No. 28-b.1, Canceling All Previous Schedules

Original Sheet No. 28-b.2, Canceling All Previous Schedules

Original Sheet No. 28-b.3, Canceling All Previous Schedules

2nd Revised Sheet No. 28-c.1, Canceling 1st Revised Sheet No. 28-c.1

9th Revised Sheet No. 34, Canceling 8th Revised Sheet No. 34

3rd Revised Sheet No. R-12, Canceling 2nd Revised Sheet No. R-12

1st Revised Sheet No. R-43, Canceling Original Sheet No. R-43

2. That the proposed natural gas service tariff sheets relating to the Purchased Gas Adjustment (File No. JG-2003‑1100) filed on November 8, 2002, by Laclede Gas Company for the purpose of increasing rates for natural gas service to retail customers are hereby approved on an interim basis, subject to refund, for service rendered on and after November 9, 2002.  The specific sheets approved are:

_______________PSC Mo. No. 5 Consolidated_______________

2nd Revised Sheet No. 18-a, Canceling 1st Revised Sheet No. 18-a

192nd Revised Sheet No. 29, Canceling 191st Revised Sheet No. 29

3. That this order shall become effective on November 9, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
( S E A L )

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 8th day of November, 2002.
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