BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Joint Application of Northwest


)

Missouri Holdings, Inc., and Oregon Farmers Mutual

)

Telephone Company for an Order authorizing Northwest
)
Case No. IM-2004-0461

Missouri Holdings, Inc., to purchase or acquire, Take or
)

Hold, All of the Issued and Outstanding Capital Stock of
)

Oregon Farmers Mutual Telephone Company.


)

ORDER DIRECTING NOTICE, DIRECTING FILING 

AND ADOPTING PROTECTIVE ORDER

On March 9, 2004, Northwest Missouri Holdings, Inc., and Oregon Farmers Mutual Telephone Company filed their Joint Application seeking authority for Northwest Missouri to acquire all of the outstanding shares of Oregon Farmers.  

According to the Joint Application, Northwest Missouri is a Delaware corporation, headquartered in Charlotte, North Carolina, which is in the business of acquiring and operating communications businesses.  Oregon Farmers is a Missouri corporation and a telecommunications carrier certificated by this Commission to provide basic local telecom​munications services to approximately 1,271 customers in one exchange in Holt County, Missouri.  The Joint Application states that the Joint Applicants, together with all of the shareholders of Oregon Farmers, entered into a Stock Purchase Agreement on February 13, 2004, whereby Northwest Missouri will acquire all of the outstanding shares of Oregon Farmers.  The Stock Purchase Agreement is attached to the Joint Application and contains proprietary information, for the protection of which the Joint Applicants have moved for a Protective Order.  The directors of both corporations have resolved to perform in accordance with the Stock Purchase Agreement.  The Joint Applicants aver that approval of the proposed transaction is in the public interest.  Oregon Farmers will continue to do business in the same way, under the same name and the same management.  Rates will not change.  Finally, the Joint Application states that neither of the Joint Applicants owes any Annual Report or assessment to this Commission.

The Commission finds that proper persons should be allowed 30 days from the issuance of this order to file a motion for leave to intervene or to file comments address​ing whether or not the proposed transfer is in the public interest.  The Commission finds that notice of this applica​tion should be sent to the county clerk of Holt County, Missouri, to the newspapers and other media serving Holt County, and to the members of the Missouri General Assembly representing persons residing within Holt County.  Additionally, the Joint Applicants shall provide notice to each of the customers of Oregon Farmers and shall file proof of service in this case within ten days of the date this order is issued.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Commission’s Data Center shall send a copy of this notice to the County Clerk of Holt County, Missouri.

2. That the Public Information Officer of the Commission shall make available notice of this application to the newspapers and other media serving Holt County, Missouri, and to the members of the Missouri General Assembly representing persons residing within Holt County, Missouri.

3. That the Joint Applicants shall send a copy of this notice to each affected customer and shall file proof of such service herein no later than 4:00 p.m. on March 22, 2004.

4. That any party wishing to intervene, request a hearing, or to file comments in this matter, shall file an applica​tion, or shall file their written comments, no later than April 12, 2004, with:

Dale Hardy Roberts, Secretary

Missouri Public Service Commission

Post Office Box 360

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

and send copies to:

W.R. England, III, Esq.

Sondra B. Morgan, Esq.

Brydon, Swearengen & England, P.C.

312 East Capitol Avenue

Post Office Box 456

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

and:

Office of the Public Counsel

Post Office Box 2230

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

5. That the Protective Order attached hereto as Attachment A is adopted for this case.  

6. That this order shall become effective on March 10, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

( S E A L )
Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant to Section 386.240, 

RSMo 2000.  

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 10th day of March, 2004.
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