BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of an Investigation into the Effects of

)

the Bankruptcy of Telecommunications Carriers in

)
Case No. TW-2003-0063

the State of Missouri.

)
ORDER GRANTING LIMITED INTERVENTION
The Missouri Public Service Commission established this case on August 15, 2002, as a vehicle by which to monitor the status of bankrupt telecommunications carriers,  examine the impact of these bankruptcies upon Missouri consumers and upon other Missouri telecommunications carriers, and to inquire into such other related matters as may appear appropriate.  The Commission placed primary responsibility in this matter upon its Staff and made WorldCom and its subsidiaries parties to this case.  The Commission acknowledged that additional bankrupt carriers might be made parties in the future, but did not contemplate the participation of other entities, whether customers or creditors of the bankrupt carriers.  Consequently, the Commission did not direct that general notice be given of the establishment of this case and did not set a deadline for applications for intervention.

On September 4, NuVox Communications of Missouri, Inc., filed its application to intervene and, on September 17, Southwestern Bell Telephone Company L.P. filed its application to intervene.  Although WorldCom and its subsidiaries opposed these applica​tions, the Commission on October 8 granted limited intervention to NuVox and Bell, stating:

The Commission’s purpose in this matter is to protect the public interest in the face of an evidently increasing number of bankruptcies by telecommunications carriers.  To that end, the Commission established this case to inform itself of all of the ramifications and effects that telecommunications carrier bankruptcies are having, and are likely to have in the future, upon Missouri consumers and upon other Missouri carriers.  Therefore, the Commission welcomes the participation of NuVox and Bell, who may well have vital information to offer to the Commission.  However, the Commission is also sensitive to the concerns raised by WorldCom.  Consequently, NuVox and Bell will be permitted to intervene, but will not be permitted to conduct discovery without the specific prior approval of the Commission.  This status is similar to the status of “participation without intervention” formerly recognized in Commission proceedings.  

On October 4, the Commission issued its Order Directing Notice, setting November 4 as the deadline by which other Missouri telecommunications carriers might seek intervention of the same limited scope granted to NuVox and Bell on October 8.  ALLTEL Missouri, Inc., CenturyTel of Missouri, L.L.C., and Spectra Communications Group, L.L.C., doing business as CenturyTel, all moved for limited intervention on October 29.

No party has objected to these intervention requests and the time for doing so has long since passed.  Therefore, these applicants will be permitted to intervene on the same basis as were NuVox and Bell.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

1. That the Application to Intervene filed by ALLTEL Missouri, Inc., on October 29, 2002, is granted.

2. That the Application to Intervene filed by CenturyTel of Missouri, L.L.C., on October 29, 2002, is granted.

3. That the Application to Intervene filed by Spectra Communications Group, L.L.C., doing business as CenturyTel, on October 29, 2002, is granted.

4. That the Commission’s Data Center shall add counsel for these intervenors to the Service List established in this case.

5. That ALLTEL Missouri, Inc., CenturyTel of Missouri, L.L.C., and Spectra Communications Group, L.L.C., doing business as CenturyTel, shall not conduct any discovery in this matter without the specific prior approval of the Commission.

6. That this order shall become effective on December 17, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
( S E A L )

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 17th day of December, 2002.
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