BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISS ON
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Missouri-American Water )

Company for Authority to File Tariffs )

Reflecting Incressed Rates for Water ) Case No. WR-2003-0500
and Sewer Services. )

ST. JOSEPH WATER RATE COALITION RESPONSE TO MOTION TO SET LOCAL
PUBLIC HEARINGSAND STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The . Joseph Water Rate Codlition (“St. Joseph WRC”) hereby states the following in response
to the Motion to Set Loca Public Hearings filed by the Office of the Public Counsd (“OPC”), and the Staff
Recommendation Regarding Loca Public Hearings:

1 Inits motion, OPC recommended that the Commission schedule aloca public hearing in
St. Joseph for the evening of Wednesday, September 10, 2003.

2. However, Staff’ s Recommendation suggested that dates for S. Joseph, Parkville, Mexico,
Jefferson City and Joplin be set in October for two reasons.  First, Staff properly observed that these
service areas will be the mogt affected by the proposed rate increase in this case. Secondly, customersin
these areas will be mogt interested in the Staff’s position on the gppropriate revenue requirement for
gpplicant Missouri-American Water Company (“MAWC”). Staff’s testimony on dl issues except rate
designisto befiled October 3, 2003. Rate design testimony must be filed by October 10, 2003.

3. Although Staff requested that the hearing in St. Joseph occur on October 7, the S. Joseph
WRC respectfully requests that the hearing in &. Joseph be scheduled severa days after the rate design

testimony isfiled.
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4, Clearly, cusomersin St. Joseph are concerned not only with the revenue requirement, but
aso the method of recovery or rate design.

5. The S. Josgph WRC is made up of businessin both the Indusirial and Commercid classes,
including such employers as AG Processing, Inc., Johnson Controls, Phoenix Scientific, Inc., Wire Rope
Corporation, and Heartland Hedlth, the mgor medica center between Kansas City and Omaha. The
Cadlition dso includes members of the Other Public Authority customer group, such as the City of S
Joseph, the St. Joseph School District, Buchanan County, and Missouri Western State College.

6. Because both the revenue requirement issues and the rate design issues can equaly and
subgtantialy affect the interests of the members of the Codition and their employees, who are members of
the Residentid customer dass, it isessentid that theloca public hearing in St. Joseph be scheduled at atime
after Staff submits its rate design testimony on October 10.

WHEREFORE, the St. Joseph WRC requests that the locad public hearing in St. Joseph be

scheduled during the week of October 13, 2003, after Staff has filed its direct testimony in this case.
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