Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of Laclede Gas Company to Implement an Experimental Low-Income Assistance Program called Catch-Up-Keep-Up..
	))))
	      Case No. GT-2003-0117

	
	
	


STAFF’S REquest to clarify whether  

local public hearings should be scheduled

as part of the procedural schedule in this case 
AND REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for its Request for Clarification concerning whether Local Public Hearings should be included as part of the Procedural Schedule and Request for Expedited Treatment states:  

1.  On September 23, 2002, Laclede Gas Company (Laclede) filed tariff sheets to implement an arrearage forgiveness program called Catch-Up/Keep-Up to be funded by a $6 million increase to customers’ transportation rates.  

2.  On October 1, the Staff of the Commission filed a motion to suspend or reject the tariff filing questioning the design of the program as well as the funding method.

3.  In its October 15, 2002 Order Suspending Tariff and Scheduling Prehearing Conference, the Commission ordered that a pre-hearing conference be held on October 23, 2002, and that the Parties file a proposed procedural schedule no later than November 1, 2002.

4.  Staff is asking for clarification as to whether the Commission wants proposed dates for public hearings to be included in the proposed procedural schedule, and if so, what type of public notice would be acceptable.  

5.  Comments concerning this program were made by attendees at the Laclede rate case public hearings and the Program has received considerable media attention throughout the St. Louis area.    

6.  Staff filed this request promptly after realizing that development of a procedural schedule will be necessary and asks the Commission to advise the parties as soon as possible but no later than October 31, 2002, so the procedural schedule may be filed as ordered, no later than November 1, 2002. 
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