BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION ., .
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI | L 0

In The Matter of the Application of Union )
Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE and Ozark )
Border Electric Cooperative for Approvalofa )
Written Territorial Agreement Designating the )
Boundaries of Each Electric Service Supplier )

within Portions of Bollinger, Butler, Carter, )
Dunklin, Iron, Madison, New Madrid, Reynolds, )
Ripley, Stoddard and Wayne Counties; )

Authorizing the Sale, Transfer, and Assignment )
of Certain Electric Distribution Facilities, )
Easements and Other Rights Generally )
Constituting the Applicant’s Electric Utility )
Business Associated with Its Customers )
Transferred Pursuant to the Territorial )
Agreement, )

)
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L Missouri Fublic
Sarvice Comimission

Case No, £0-99-599

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL’S REQUEST
FOR LOCAL PUBLIC HEARING

COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) and for its

Request for Local Public Hearing herein states as follows:

1. On June 16, 1999, Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE and Ozark

Border Electric Cooperative (jointly, Applicants) filed a Joint Application for approval of

their Territorial and Exchange Agreement (the Agreement) pursuant to § 394.312(4)

RSMo (1994).

2. In their Joint Application at paragraph (11) Applicants state:

The transfer of electric service to the Cooperative from
AmerenUE, pursuant to the Contract, will result in reduced rates
for the transferred customers. A rate comparison for three (3)
customer usage patterns — 500 KWHR, 750 KWHR to 1000
KWHR, is attached as Exhibit I, is incorporated by reference and
made a part hereof for all purposes. The rate comparison shows
that for all analyzed usage patterns a Customer’s annual cost of

service from Cooperative will be less than from AmerenUE

{emphasis added).




3. Apparently, if Applicants’ Agreement were adopted as written, a rate
increase would result for the approximately 427' customers whose electric service would
be transferred from the Cooperative to Union Electric. Nearly all of those customers are
located in the Dexter area in Stoddard County, Missouri.

4, Public Counsel received the Petition attached as Exhibit A hereto,
purporting to be signed by 134 individuals whose electric service would be transterred to
Union Electric if the Stoddard County portion of the proposed Agreement were approved
by the Commission as it now reads. The Petition states that the signing individuals are
~ opposed to having their electric service transferred to Union Electric, and that they desire
a local public hearing in Dexter before the Commission makes a ruling on the Joint
Application.

5. Public Counsel has also been contacted by e-mail and telephone by several
of the Dexter area customers, all of whom are currently customers of the Cooperative
who are opposed to the transfer to Union Electric. Public Counsel has not received any
negative comments from customers outside Stoddard County who would be affected by
the Agreement but would be transferred to the Cooperative.

6. Public Counsel believes that there is more than sufficient interest among
customers in the Dexter area to justify the scheduling of a local public hearing in order to
allow members of the public an opportunity to testify concerning the issues raised by the
Applicants’ Agreement and Joint Application,

7. In order to ensure that the public has adequate notice of the requested ocal

public hearing, Public Counsel suggests the following:

: This figure was derived from the number of addresses on the customer list provided in Exhibit F
attached to Applicants’ Agreement, attached to their Joint Application in this case.



a. Notice of the time, date and location of the local hearing, along
with information regarding the amount of the proposed rate increase and the
approximate percentage of the proposed increase, should be given to each affected
customer, either by an imprint on the customer’s monthly billing or a bill insert,
or a separate mailing not more than 45 days or less than ten days prior to the date
of the public hearing;

b. The newspapers in the relevant service areas, as listed in the
current Official Manual of the State of Missouri, should be notified of the
proposed increase as well as the date, time and location of the public hearing, not
less than ten days before the date scheduled for the hearing, and should be
requested to publish such notice seven and three days before the hearing in each
newspaper’s area;

C. Similar notice should be given to any radio and television stations
in each area, not less than three days before the public hearing.

WHEREFORE, Public Counsel requests that the Commission issue its Order

scheduling at least one local public hearing in this matter, more particularly in the city of

Dexter in Stoddard County, Missouri, providing adequate notice to the public as

requested herein, and for such other and further orders as the Commission deems

necessary.



Respectfully submitted,

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL

-~

Shannon Cook #50169
Assistant Public Counsel

301 East High Street, P.O. Box 7800
Jefferson City, MO 65102-7800
Telephone:  (573) 751-1304
Facsimile: (573) 751-5562

Certificate of Service

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true copy of the foregoing has been
mailed, hand-delivered or faxed to all counsel of record as shown on the service list
below this fL day of July, 1999.
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I am a customer of Ozark Border Electric Cooperative in the Dexter, Missouri
area and I am at least 18 years old. It is my understanding that a proposed territorial
agreement between the Cooperative and Union Electric Co. would cause my account to
be transferred to Union Electric. I am OPPOSED to any such change, and I request that
the Public Service Commission hold & local public hearing in Dexter prior to ruling on

any such agreement,

Date Name (PLEASE PRINT) Signature Street Address
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I 'am a customer of Ozark Border Electric Cooperative in the Dexter, Missouri
area and I am at least 18 years old. It is my understanding that a proposed territorial
agreement between the Cooperative and Union Electric Co. would cause my account to
be transferred to Union Electric. Tam OPPOSED to any such change, and I request that
the Public Service Commission hold a local public hearing in Dexter prior to ruling on

any such agreement.

Signature

V.o,

Date Name (PLEASE PRINT) Street Address
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I am a custorner of Ozark Border Electric Cooperative in the Dexter, Missouri
area and I am at least 18 years old. It is my understanding that a proposed territorial
agreement between the Cooperative and Union Electric Co. would cause my account to
be transferred to Union Electric. Tam OPPOSED to any such change, and I request that
the Public Service Commission hold a local public hearing in Dexter prior to ruling on

any such agreement.
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I am a customer of Ozark Border Electric Cooperative in the Dexter, Missouri
area and I am at least 18 years old. It is my understanding that a proposed territorial
agreement between the Cooperative and Union Electric Co. would ¢ause my account to
be transferred to Union Electric. I am OPPOSED to any such change, and I request that
the Public Service Commission hold a local public hearing in Dexter prior to ruling on

any such agreement.

Signature

Date Name (PLEASE PRINT) i Street Address
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I am a customer of Ozark Border Electric Cooperative in the Dexter, Missouri
area and I am at least 18 years old. It is my understanding that 2 proposed territorial

agreement between the Cooperative and Union Electric Co. would cause my account to
be transferred to Union Electric. Tam OPPOSED to any such change, and ! request that
the Public Service Commission hold a local public hearing in Dexter prior to ruling on

any such agreement.

Date Name (PLEASE PRINT)

Signature

Street Address
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_ - l'am a customer of Ozark Border Electric Cooperative in the Dexter, Missouri
-area and I.am at'least 18 years old. It is my understanding that a proposed territorial

- agreement between the Cooperative and Union Electric Co. would cause my account to
.~ - be transferred to Union Electric. I am OPPOSED to any such change, and I request that
the Public Service Commission hold a local public hearing in Dexter prior to ruling on

any such agreement.

 Date Name (PLEASE PRINT)

Signature

Street Address

1S M A rva hdy

[FCe Y

/’;?%«A lev e /V%/VA/A

B, 3

@@LM.%Q
MMJ N

A P

y e o 2 ] L3669 3 o
Lnbly S0 [ontay N 4562/ CRGAY Dokt irv-4sy
Qe oo S ok /50 CRKFO  Deytr |
VLEERBORYS [ Ul pdo Bhpemven [y Aoteiinimalpstidy
DorOﬂ/\/E. Burns /xMA.. Lser ies7 &).é’d.(aayMLg,/fza.(osé’W 629-372
ROBRT e~ DVspn /—f/w—f 16787 _Dofwoon Ll  DexeR 1 394
AL an ke, - Lo, [RoX 3 Bisjens pI€A tzezs,

T07AL F.02



I'am a customer of Ozark Border Electric Cooperative in the Dexter, Missouri

area and I am at least 18 years old. It is my understanding that a proposed territorial, ¢’
agreement between the Cooperative and Union Electric Co. would cause my accc‘)_flﬁ‘m\fizto S
be transferred to Union Electric. I am OPPOSED to any such change, and I req\ﬁést‘vﬁi%t

the Public Service Commission hold a local public hearing in Dexter prior to ruling on

any such agreement.

Date Name (PLEASE PRINT)

-, Signature

Street Address
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I am a customer of Ozark Border Electric Cooperative in the Dexter, Missouri
area and I am at least 18 years old. It is my understanding that a proposed territorial
agreement between the Cooperative and Union Electric Co. would cause my account to
be transferred to Union Electric. T am OPPOSED to any such change, and I request that
the Public Service Commission hold a local public hearing in Dexter prior to ruling on

.

any such agreement.
Date  Name (PLEASE PRINT) Signature - Strect Address
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