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Staff's Position Statement

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff), by and through Counsel, and hereby provides the position of the Staff on the following issues:

1.  IS MISSOURI STATE DISCOUNT TELEPHONE (MSDT) PROVIDING BASIC LOCAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE IN BPS’S SERVICE AREA?

Staff Position:  No.  MSDT is not providing the minimum standards for basic local telecommunications service established in Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-32.100.  Specifically as set out in Staff witness Voight’s testimony, MSDT does not provide equal access to long distance carriers, does not provide access to operator services, does not provide access to directory services or any other services that would require a “post billing” arrangement.
Staff believes that the basic local telecommunications definitional statute, Section 386.020(4) RSMo 2000,only provides a general outline of what constitutes basic local telecommunications service, and that it defers to the Commission to determine such things as local calling scope, and whether or not touch tone, access to operator services, as well as other features are included as part of basic local telecommunications service.  Staff also believes that each local exchange carrier’s tariff sets forth the local calling scope and other features which must be approved by the Commission to be included as part of basic local telecommunications service.

2.  WOULD THE TYPE OR LEVEL OF COMPETITION THAT MSDT PROVIDES BPS TELEPHONE COMPANY (BPS) BE A RELEVANT CONSIDERATION IN DETERMINING WHETHER BPS IS SUBJECT TO PRICE CAP REGULATION?

Staff Position.  Yes.  Staff takes the position that the type of competition required for a valid election to price cap status is that an alternative local exchange carrier is certificated to provide basic local telecommunications service, and is, in fact, providing basic local telecommunications service in the service area of BPS.

3.  DOES BPS QUALIFY FOR PRICE CAP REGULATION UNDER SECTION 392.245 RSMo 2000?

Staff Position: No.  Staff believes that BPS does not qualify for price cap regulatory status because MSDT is not providing basic local telecommunications service as required by Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-32.100 and as is required by the election provisions of this statute.
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