STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 10th day of February, 2005.

In the Matter of the Application of Central

)

Jefferson County Utilities, Inc., for authority to borrow
)
Case No. SF-2004-0587

an amount not to exceed $400,000 and in connection
)
Tariff No. YS-2004-1375
therewith to execute a Promissory Note.

)

ORDER SUSPENDING TARIFF AND SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On May 17, 2004, Central Jefferson County Utilities, Inc., filed an application with the Missouri Public Service Commission requesting authority to borrow $400,000 to:  (1) design, purchase and install a new wastewater treatment facility and related facilities; (2) update five lift stations; and (3) assure future compliance with the requirements of the Missouri Department of Natural Resources.  

With its application Central Jefferson filed a tariff sheet with an effective date of June 17, 2004, proposing to charge each applicant $2,500 for new sewer service connec​tion.  Central Jefferson states that the proceeds from this proposed Service Connec​tion Fee will be held separately from the company’s other funds and will be used solely to repay the loan.

Section 393.150, RSMo 2000, authorizes the Commission to suspend the proposed tariff, setting forth the service connection fee, for 120 days pending the outcome of a hearing.  If a hearing a cannot be concluded within 120 days, the Commission has the authority to further suspend the proposed rate schedule for a period not to exceed six months. 

The company has filed letters each month, from June through December of 2004, extending the effective date of its tariff.  The tariff now has an effective date of February 14, 2005.  The Commission does not have sufficient information to rule on the application, nor has the Commission received a recommendation from its Staff, indicating whether in Staff’s opinion the proposed service connection fee is just and reasonable.  Without sufficient information to make a finding that the proposed tariff change is just and reasonable, the Commission must suspend the tariff, proceed to hearing and set this matter for prehearing conference.  

At the prehearing conference, the parties or their representatives should be prepared to discuss why this case was not filed under the small company rate case procedure, whether this case presents the issue of single-issue rate making, the nature of any discovery each will conduct and the interval necessary for its completion; the number of witnesses each expects to call at hearing; the number and nature of any exhibits each expects to offer at hearing; and the anticipated length of the hearing.  The parties or their representatives should also be prepared to discuss the current status of settlement negotiations.  It is expected that the prehearing conference will provide an opportunity for the parties to further pursue settlement discussions.

The parties shall jointly file a proposed procedural schedule.  The proposed procedural schedule shall establish dates for the filing of a list of the issues to be determined by the Commission and statements by the parties of their position on each such issue.  The proposed procedural schedule shall also propose dates for the hearing of this matter and shall include a date for the filing of a list of the witnesses to be called on each day of hearing, the order in which they shall appear and the order of cross-examination agreed upon by the parties.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the tariff proposing to establish a new connection fee, Tariff No. YS‑2004‑1375, Original Sheet No. E, with an effective date of February 14, 2005, is suspended for 120 days until June 14, 2005.

2. That a prehearing conference shall be held on March 9, 2005, beginning at 10:00 a.m., in Room 305 of the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri.  The building meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you need additional accommodations to participate in this public hearing, please call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 prior to the hearing.

3. That this order shall become effective on February 10, 2005.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
( S E A L )
Davis, Chm., Murray, Gaw, Clayton,

and Appling, CC., concur.
Jones, Regulatory Law Judge
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