



                         STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a Session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 30th day of July, 2002.

In the Matter of Foxfire Utility

)
Case No. WR-2002-1162
Company Water Rate Increase Request

)
Tariff File 2002 00557 (Water)

In the Matter of Foxfire Utility

)
Case No. SR-2002-1163
Company Sewer Rate Increase Request

)
Tariff File 2002 00556 (Sewer)

ORDER SUSPENDING TARIFFS

On June 27, 2002, Foxfire Utility Company filed with the Missouri Public Service Commission revised tariff sheets under an agreement between Foxfire and the Commission’s Staff for both water and sewer rate increases under the Commission’s Small Company Rate Increase Procedure set out in Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑2.200.  Foxfire initiated the small company rate increase procedures for its water and sewer rates on January 9, 2002.  

The revised tariff sheets, Tariff File Nos. 2002 00556 (Sewer) and 2002 00557 (Water), filed under the agreement between Foxfire and Staff, have an issue date of June 27, 2002, and an effective date of August 12, 2002.

On July 10, 2002, the Office of the Public Counsel filed a request for a local public hearing.  The Public Counsel stated that it has received several letters and telephone calls from Foxfire’s customers, protesting the proposed settlement between Foxfire and the Staff.  Under Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑2.200, the Commission has discretion to hold a local public hearing.

Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑2.080(16) states:  “Parties shall be allowed not more than ten (10) days from the date of filing in which to respond to any pleading unless otherwise ordered by the commission.”  No one responded to Public Counsel’s local public hearing request and, under this rule, the time for doing so has passed.  Thus, the Commission may assume that the Staff and Foxfire do not oppose a public hearing.

Having considered the Public Counsel’s motion, the Commission will schedule a local public hearing in this matter.  The tariff sheets filed by Foxfire will be suspended under Section 393.150.1, RSMo, 2000, as currently supplemented, for a period of not longer than 120 days from the stated effective date of August 12, 2002, to December 10, 2002, to allow time to arrange a local public hearing and to provide appropriate notice of the hearing.  If this matter cannot be concluded within the period of suspension, the suspension may be extended for a period not exceeding six additional months under Section 393.150.2.
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the revised tariff sheets, Tariff File Nos. 2002 00556 (Sewer) and 2002 00557 (Water), filed under the agreement between Foxfire Utility Company and Staff with issue dates of June 27, 2002, and effective dates of August 12, 2002, are suspended for a period of not to exceed 120 days as set forth above.

2. That this order will become effective on August 9, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Lumpe and Gaw, CC., concur

Murray and Forbis, CC., absent

Hopkins, Senior Law Judge
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