Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Investigation into Signaling Protocols, Call Records, Trunking Arrangements, and Traffic Measurement
	))))
	Case No. TO-99-593


STAFF'S STATUS REPORT ON DRAFTING OF RULE

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and, for its Status Report on Drafting of Rule, states to the Missouri Public Service Commission as follows:


1.  On January 28, 2003, the Commission issued its Order Denying Motion, in which it directed the Staff to proceed with drafting a rule that is designed to achieve the objectives that the Commission intended to achieve when it ordered the implementation of Issue 2056.  On January 31, 2003, the Commission issued its Order Directing Filing, in which it ordered the Staff to file a status report on its progress in drafting such a rule.


2.  The Staff has previously submitted three reports to the Commission on its work regarding the implementation of Ordering and Billing Forum Issue 2056, namely: a report on the status of implementation of OBF Issue 2056, submitted on May 7, 2002; a report on the efficacy of Issue 2056 in resolving billing disputes, on August 7, 2002; and Staff’s Status Report, on November 27, 2002.


3.  The Staff distributed copies of its first draft of a proposed Enhanced Records Exchange Rule to members of the Missouri telecommunications industry for their review and comment on November 14, 2002.  After considering numerous comments from the industry thereafter, the Staff made various revisions to its original draft of the rule.  On January 31, 2003, the Staff convened a day-long meeting with telecommunications companies at the Runge Center in Jefferson City for additional discussion.


4.  After the January 31 meeting, the Staff made numerous and significant changes to its draft of the proposed rule.  This draft of the rule is extensive, detailed, and virtually complete, and is about 12 pages in length.  The Staff believes that the framework of this draft rule is well-calculated to achieve the Commission’s announced objectives in this case.  However, because there have been many changes to the last prior draft that was circulated to members of the industry, the Staff believes it would benefit from conducting one more meeting with the industry to obtain comments and suggestions for improvements in the rule.


5.  The Staff will, therefore, schedule one more meeting with any interested members of the Missouri telecommunications industry, either in person or by conference call, to be held as soon as possible, but no later than March 14, 2003.  The Staff will then make its final revisions to the draft rule and submit to the Commission its proposed Enhanced Record Exchange Rule by no later than April 1, 2003.


6.  The Staff has also today filed a Motion for Order Finding Necessity of Rulemaking, requesting that a case be established for the purpose of adopting an Enhanced Record Exchange rule.


WHEREFORE, the Staff submits this Status Report on Drafting of Rule, as directed by the Commission.
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