BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Joint Application of Kansas City Power & Light          )

Company and KCP&L Greater Missouri                     )

Operations Company for a Variance from the            )                File No. EE-2011-0119

Provisions of 4 CSR 240-20.100(4)(H)(2)                  )

Related to Tariff Submission Dates                            )

RESPONSE OF RENEW MISSOURI

Comes now Missouri Coalition for the Environment, d/b/a Renew Missouri, and responds to the “Joint Application and Motion for Expedited Treatment” of KCPL and GMO (“KCPL”).

1. KCPL seeks a “variance” from 4 CSR 240-20.100(4)(H)(2) , which allows a utility to purchase customer-generators’ solar RECs (SRECs) through a standard offer contract (SOC). The purpose of the SOC is to enable the utility to meet the 2% solar energy target of 4 CSR 240-20.100(2)(D).
2. KCPL’s reason for its request is “questions relating to geographic sourcing and other issues.” It cites EW-2011-0031, the docket opened to consider regulatory and legislative solutions to the issues of geographic sourcing and calculation of the rate impact.

3. The “variance” KCPL seeks is in reality an open-ended extension, and the only reason given in support of it is KCPL’s own convenience, not any benefit to the public or ratepayers.

4. There may or may not be changes to the rule or to the RES itself. The outcome of legislative efforts to change the law may not be known until mid-May when the legislative session ends. Rule amendments could take even longer. The benefit of certainty that KCPL seeks is entirely too speculative to support this Application. Even certainty about geographic sourcing will not relieve the market uncertainties about SREC pricing.
5. The first solar energy target must be met in 2011. § 393.1030.1, RSMo. KCPL should concern itself with meeting this target. It may seek variance from a rule, but not from a statute that makes no provision for variance from a target. We note that Ameren Missouri was able to file an SOC tariff despite being subject to the same uncertainties.

6. If the Commission grants the motion, it should be with a date certain by which KCPL may file a tariff.

Wherefore Renew Missouri requests that the Commission deny KCPL’s Application.
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