BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Of THE STATE OF MISSOURI

The Staff of the Missouri Public Service

)

Commission,






)










)







Complainant,
)










)

v.








)
Case No. SC-2004-0341








)

S.T. Ventures, LLC,




)








)







Respondent.
)

ORDER GRANTING EXTENSION TO FILE ANSWER OUT-OF-TIME
The Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a complaint against S.T. Ventures on February 4, 2004, alleging that the company is subject to penalties under the law for failing to file its annual report for 2002 by April 15, 2003.  Staff requested an order from the Commission authorizing it to seek penalties against S.T. Ventures in Circuit Court.  The Commission issued its Notice of Complaint on February 10, 2004.  The Notice of Complaint indicated that the company’s response was due within 30 days.

On March 19, 2004, S.T. Ventures fled an Application to File Answer to Complaint Out of Time, along with its actual Answer to Complaint.   S.T. Ventures acknowledged that pursuant to Commission rule 4 CSR 240‑2.070, an Answer or notifica​tion that the Complaint has been satisfied was due 30 days from the date of the Notice of Complaint; thus, S.T. Ventures’ Answer was due by March 11, 2004.  However, S.T. Ventures indicated that the Notice of Complaint and the Complaint were mailed to the former address of the company.  S.T. Ventures did not receive the Notice of Complaint and the Complaint until March 11 or 12, 2004.  The company referred the matter to counsel on March 15, 2004.  Counsel indicates that he filed the Answer on March 19, which is within a reasonable time after service of the Notice of Complaint and the Complaint.  S.T. Ventures therefore requested leave to file its Answer to the Complaint out-of-time.  S.T. Ventures further notes that in 2001, it notified the Commission of its change of address but that it appears that the Commission’s records were not updated.  The Commission finds that S.T. Ventures’ request for leave to file the answer out-of-time is reasonable and should be granted.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
That the Application to File Answer to Complaint Out of Time is granted.
That this order shall become effective on September 27, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 27th day of September, 2004.
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