Glossary of Terms Used in

Reliability Standards

The newly approved terms
are included in the shaded
table rows below.
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Term

Acronym

Definition

Adequacy

The ability of the electric system to supply the
aggregate electrical demand and energy requirements
of the end-use customers at all times, taking into
account scheduled and reasonably expected
unscheduled outages of system elements.

Adjacent Balancing Authority

A Balancing Authority Area that is interconnected
another Balancing Authority Area either directly or via a
multi-party agreement or transmission tariff.

Adverse Reliability Impact

The impact of an event that results in frequency-related
instability; unplanned tripping of load or generation; or
uncontrolled separation or cascading outages that
affects a widespread area of the Interconnection.

Agreement

A contract or arrangement, either written or verbal and
sometimes enforceable by law.

Altitude Correction Factor

A multiplier applied to specify distances, which adjusts
the distances to account for the change in relative air
density (RAD) due to altitude from the RAD used to
determine the specified distance. Altitude correction
factors apply to both minimum worker approach
distances and to minimum vegetation clearance
distances.

Ancillary Service

Those services that are necessary to support the
transmission of capacity and energy from resources to
loads while maintaining reliable operation of the
Transmission Service Provider's transmission system in
accordance with good utility practice. (From FERC order
888-A.)

Anti-Aliasing Filter

An analog filter installed at a metering point to remove
the high frequency components of the signal over the
AGC sample period.

Area Control Error

ACE

The instantaneous difference between a Balancing
Authority’s net actual and scheduled interchange,
taking into account the effects of Frequency Bias and
correction for meter error.

Arranged Interchange

The state where the Interchange Authority has received
the Interchange information (initial or revised).

Automatic Generation Control

AGC

Equipment that automatically adjusts generation in a
Balancing Authority Area from a central location to
maintain the Balancing Authority’s interchange schedule
plus Frequency Bias. AGC may also accommodate
automatic inadvertent payback and time error
correction.
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Term

Acronym

Definition

Resource Planner

The entity that develops a long-term (generally one
year and beyond) plan for the resource adequacy of
specific loads (customer demand and energy
requirements) within a Planning Authority Area.

Response Rate

The Ramp Rate that a generating unit can achieve
under normal operating conditions expressed in
megawatts per minute (MW/Min).

Request for Interchange

RFI

A collection of data as defined in the NAESB RFI
Datasheet, to be submitted to the Interchange
Authority for the purpose of implementing bilateral
Interchange between a Source and Sink Balancing
Authority.

Right-of-Way (ROW)

A corridor of land on which electric lines may be
located. The Transmission Owner may own the land in
fee, own an easement, or have certain franchise,
prescription, or license rights to construct and maintain
lines.

Scenario

Possible event.

Schedule

(Verb) To set up a plan or arrangement for an
Interchange Transaction.

(Noun) An Interchange Schedule.

Scheduled Frequency

60.0 Hertz, except during a time correction.

Scheduling Entity

An entity responsible for approving and implementing
Interchange Schedules.

Scheduling Path

The Transmission Service arrangements reserved by
the Purchasing-Selling Entity for a Transaction.

Sending Balancing Authority

The Balancing Authority exporting the Interchange.

Sink Balancing Authority

The Balancing Authority in which the load (sink) is
located for an Interchange Transaction. (This will also
be a Receiving Balancing Authority for the resulting
Interchange Schedule.)

Source Balancing Authority

The Balancing Authority in which the generation
(source) is located for an Interchange Transaction.
(This will also be a Sending Balancing Authority for the
resulting Interchange Schedule.)
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