BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Class Action Claims by Missouri
)

Natural Gas Local Distribution Companies in the
)
Case No. GO-2006‑0449

NYMEX Natural Gas Lawsuit.


)

NOTICE OF INTENT TO FILE CLAIM
COMES NOW Laclede Gas Company ("Laclede" or "Company") and for its Notice of Intent to File Claim, states as follows:
1.
On May 25, 2006, the Public Service Commission of the State of Missouri ("Commission") issued an Order to Show Cause in which it directed natural gas local distribution companies ("LDCs") subject to its jurisdiction to provide certain information in connection with the partial settlement of a federal class action suit involving persons who purchased, sold or settled New York Mercantile Exchange ("NYMEX") natural gas contracts between June 1, 1999 and December 31, 2002.  Specifically, the Commission directed that each LDC notify the Commission of whether it had filed, or intended to file, a claim for a portion of the proceeds of the partial settlement or, alternatively, explain why it was ineligible or otherwise not seeking a distribution from the settlement.

2.
In response, Laclede wishes to advise the Commission that it has been evaluating the partial settlement since it received notice of it in March of this year.  As part of that evaluation process, Laclede has reviewed the settlement notice, the underlying settlement documents and has discussed the settlement with both the agency selected to administer it, as well one of the lead counsel for the plaintiffs who initiated the litigation.  Based on its evaluation, Laclede intends to file a claim in connection with the litigation on or before the July 20, 2006 deadline.  However, because the total number of claimants is unknown at this time and because there is no definitive method yet established for allocating and distributing the settlement proceeds among those claimants, Laclede cannot at this point quantify what share, if any, of the settlement proceeds it will ultimately receive.

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Laclede Gas Company respectfully requests that the Commission accept this Notice of Intent to File Claim in satisfaction of its May 25, 2006 Order to Show Cause.

Respectfully submitted,






/s/ Michael C. Pendergast









Michael C. Pendergast, Mo. Bar #31763






Vice President and Associate General Counsel

Rick Zucker, Mo. Bar #49211

Assistant General Counsel - Regulatory

Laclede Gas Company






720 Olive Street, Room 1520






St. Louis, MO 63101











Telephone: 
(314) 342-0532

Fax: 

(314) 421-1979






Email:
       
mpendergast@lacledegas.com



rzucker@lacledegas.com

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that the foregoing pleading has been duly served upon the General Counsel of the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and the Office of the Public Counsel by hand delivery, email, fax, or United States mail, postage prepaid, on this 30th day of June, 2006.






/s/ Rick Zucker










Rick Zucker

PAGE  
1

