
BEFORE THE MISSOURI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Case No. TR-2001-65

SPRINT'S RESPONSE TO AT&T'S
MOTION TO SUSPEND PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE PENDING RESOLUTION

OF DISPUTE OVER ACCESS TO COST STUDIES

COMES NOW Sprint Missouri, Inc . and Sprint Communications Company, L.P .

(hereafter referred to collectively as "Sprint") and hereby submits its response to, and support of,

AT&T's Motion to Suspend Procedural Schedule Pending Resolution of Dispute Over Access

To Cost Studies .

1 .

	

On August 8, 2000, the Commission established this case to "investigate all of the

issues affecting exchange access service, including particularly the actual costs incurred in

providing such service, in order to establish a long-term solution which will result in just and

reasonable rates for this service ."'

	

The Commission granted a clarification to the scope of this

case on December 12, 2001 where it committed the question regarding a forward-looking cost

study to the discretion of the Staff.

2 . The Commission took further action in this case on March 14, 2002 where it

established a procedural schedule and clarified the scope of this proceeding, amongst other

actions . Specific to the procedural schedule, Staff was to formally file its finalized cost studies

in this case by June 1, 2002 and direct testimony is to be filed by July 1, 2002 .

' ' Order Establishing Case, Case No, TR-2001-65, issued August 8, 2001 .

In the Matter ofthe Access Rates Charged )
by Competitive Local Exchange )
Telecommunications Companies in the )
State ofMissouri )



3. AT&T filed a motion seeking a modification to the Commission's standard protective

order on May 3, 2002 . Subsequently, several parties have filed multiple response for and

against AT&T's motion. To date, the Commission has not ruled on AT&T's May 3, 2002

motion.

4 . On June 11, 2002, AT&T filed its Motion to Suspend Procedural Schedule Pending

Resolution of Dispute Over Access to Cost Studies . In its Motion, AT&T states that a lack of

access to highly confidential information contained within the various cost studies filed by Staff

on June 1, 2002, has prohibited AT&T from reviewing such cost studies . AT&T claims it cannot

even look at its own cost studies because highly confidential data from other companies is

embedded within the cost studies . For these and other reasons, AT&T requests the current

procedural schedule be suspended until the Commission resolves the outstanding motion

regarding the protective order and AT&T has adequate time to review the cost studies .

5 .

	

Sprint supports AT&T's motion to suspend the current procedural schedule as it is a

prudent and reasonable request given the fact that AT&T's internal experts have not been

allowed access to critical information. While Sprint has access to its own data, Sprint's internal

experts do not have access to any other cost studies . Consequently, Sprint cannot ascertain the

reasonableness or comparability of other companies' cost studies . Given the fact that different

cost models were used for different companies and assumptions and inputs developed for other

companies could have a direct impact to the Sprint cost study, full access is required.

6 . Sprint recognizes that this case has been underway for some time ; however, Sprint

believes that AT&T's request to suspend the current procedural schedule will have minimal, if

any, negative consequences . In its March 14, 2002 Order, the Commission noted that "this case

derives from an earlier case which established an interim cap on CLEC access rates . An express



purpose of this case is to gather the information necessary to replace the interim cap with a

permanent solution."

	

As so much as this case is intended to benefit CLECs, AT&T appears to

be the only CLEC actively participating .

WHEREFORE, for the reasons stated herein, Sprint supports the motion of AT&T and

respectfully requests the Commission suspend the current procedural schedule .

Respectfully submitted,
Sprint

Lisa CreightoA Aendricks - MO Bar
6450 Sprint Pkwy
MS : KSOPHN0212-2A253
Overland Park, KS 66251
Voice: 913-315-9363 Fax : 913-523-9769
Lisa.c.creightonhendricksCadmail .sprint.com

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the above and foregoing was mailed, postage
prepaid, to the parties listed below, thisli- day of June, 2002.



Bruce A. Ney Martha J. Coffman/Eva Powers
Michelle B . O'Neal 1500 SW Arrowhead Road
220 E. Sixth Street, Room 515 Topeka, KS 66604
Topeka, KS 66603-3596 MO TR-2001-65

Robert A . Fox Michael J. Jewell/Kevin Zarling
Foulston & Sielkin, L.L.P . AT&T Communications of the Southwest, Inc.
One Amvestors Place 919 Congress Avenue, Suite 900
555 S. Kansas Avenue, Suite 101 Austin, TX 78701-2444
Topeka, KS 66603

Thomas E. Gleason, Jr . David McGann/Vice President
Gleason & Doty, Chartered Mpower Communications
Independent Telecommunications Group 1701 Golf Road
427 S. Maln/P.O . Box 490 Tower 2, 5`h Floor
Ottawa, KS 66067-0490 Rolling Meadows, IL 60008
Edward A. Yorkgitis, Jr. Rose M. Mulvany
Michael J. Francesconi Birch Telecom ofKansas, Inc.
Kelly, Drye & Warren, L.L.P . 2020 Baltimore Avenue
1200 19`h Street, NW, Suite 500 Kansas City, MO 64108
Washington, DC 20036

Rose M. Mulvany Mark E. Caplinger
Birch Telecom ofKansas, Inc. James M. Caplinger
2020 Baltimore Avenue James M. Caplinger, Chtd .
Kansas City, MO 64108 823 W. 10`h Street

Topeka, KS 66612

Bill Magness Michael Lennen
Casey, Gentz & Sifuentes, L.L.P . Moms, Laing, Evans, Brock & Kennedy,Chartered
919 Congress Avenue, Suite 1060 200 West Douglas, Fourth Floor
Austin, TX 78701 Wichita, KS 67202-3084

Stephen F. Morris Michael C. Sloan/Paul B . Hudson
MCI Worldcom Communications, Inc. Swidler, Berlin, Shereff, Friedman, LLP
701 Brazos, Suite 600 3000 K Street, NW, Suite 300
Austin, TX 78701 Washington, DC 20007

Walker Hendrix J. Nick Badgerow
Citizens Utility Ratepayer Board Spencer Fane Britt & Brown, LLP
1500 SW Arrowhead Road 700/40 Corporate Woods
Topeka, KS 66604-4027 9401 Indian Creek Parkway

Overland Park, KS 66210
Mark Johnson Robert L. Driscoll
Sonnenschein, Nath & Rosenthal Stinson, Mag & Fizzell
4520 Main, Suite 1100 1201 Walnut Street
Kansas City, MO 64111 Kansas City, MO 64106

Marc E. Elkins/Karen Van Dusen
MORRISON &HECKER L.L.P .
2600 GrandAvenue
Kansas City, MO 64108-4606


