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In the Matter ofthe Application ofLe-Ru
Telephone for Authority to Borrow an
Amount Not to Exceed $9,164,700 from
the Rural Utilities Service, the Rural
Telephone Bank and the Federal
Financing Bank and in Connection
Therewith to Execute an Amending
Telephone Loan Contract Amendment,
Promissory Notes, and a Restated
Mortgage, Security Agreement and
Financing Statement .

STAFF'S RESPONSE

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
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COMES NOW the Staff ("Staff') of the Missouri Public Service Commission

("Commission") and for its Response in the above-styled case, respectfully states as follows :

1 . On January 18, 2000, Le-Ru Telephone Company ("Le-Ru" or "Company") filed with

the Commission an Application requesting authority under Section 392 .310 RSMo 1994 and

4 CSR 240-2 .060 to borrow an amount not to exceed $9,164,700 from the Rural Utilities

Service, the Rural Telephone Bank and the Federal Financing Bank in order to fund capital

improvements and to finance Le-Ru's operating needs .

2 .

	

Also on January 18th, Le-Ru filed a motion requesting expedited treatment of its

Application in order to allow the Company to fill all of the requests of its customers for

additional lines and service . Le-Ru's motion did not request action by a date certain .



3 . On February 1, 2000, the Commission issued its Order Directing Response, requiring,

among other things, that the Staff file by February 14, 2000 a response to advise the Commission

of the earliest date by which it could file a recommendation regarding the aforementioned

Application .

	

The Order directed Staff to contact the Company and attempt to reach an

agreement on a target date for the filing of Stan's recommendation, and further stated that in the

event such agreement could be reached, the Commission would take no further action on the

Company's request for expedited treatment .

4 . Staff and Le-RU, by and through the Company's counsel, have reached an agreement

as to the target date for the filing of Staff's recommendation . Accordingly, the Staff hereby

advises the Commission that it expects to file its recommendation in this case no later than

April 7, 2000.

Respectfully submitted,
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