BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Tariff Revisions Respecting
)

the Interim Energy Charge of The Empire District
)
Case No. ER-2002-1074

Electric Company




)
(File No. 200200972)

Staff Recommendation




COMES NOW the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”) and for its Recommendation, respectfully states as follows:


1.
On May 14, The Empire District Electric Company, the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”), the Office of the Public Counsel, and Praxair, Inc. filed their Unanimous Stipulation And Agreement Regarding “Error” In Case No. ER-2001-299 And An Immediate Reduction Of The Interim Energy Charge (“Agreement”).  Among other things, the Agreement provides for a reduction in the Interim Energy Charge (“IEC”) of approximately $7 million annually, to be effective as soon as practicable.    

2.
On May 15, 2002, Empire filed a tariff sheet designed to implement the proposed reduction to the IEC.  In the attached Memorandum (Appendix A), the Staff, having reviewed the tariff filing, recommends that the Commission grant approval of the following tariff sheet filed by Empire:

P.S.C. Mo. No. 4

Original Sheet No. 21     


WHEREFORE, for the reasons set forth in the attached Memorandum, the Staff recommends that the Commission, in an order approving the Agreement, approve the tariff sheet identified herein, to become effective on the effective date of said order.  

Respectfully submitted,
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