
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

In the Matter of Timber Creek Sewer Co., Inc.’s 
   )

Case No. SR-2004-0532
Request for a Small Company Rate Increase

)
Tariff No.  YS-2004-1264
ORDER DIRECTING FILINGS BY STAFF AND PUBLIC COUNSEL  

On April 15, 2004, Timber Creek Sewer Co., Inc. filed a proposed tariff that will increase its rates.  The tariff carries an effective date of June 1, 2004.  Along with its tariff, Timber Creek filed a letter indicating that it has reached an agreement with the Staff of the Commission regarding disposition of its small company rate increase request.  The letter stated that the Staff would be filing that agreement in this case.  In order that the Commission may expeditiously consider Timber Creek’s rate increase, Staff will be directed to promptly file the agreement.  

Timber Creek’s letter indicates that its disposition agreement with Staff provides that it will not send notice to its customers regarding the terms of the disposition agreement, as required by the Commission’s regulation – 4 CSR 240-3.330(1)(D), because it anticipates that the Office of the Public Counsel will request a local public hearing.  Timber Creek then would send a single notice to its customers informing them of the terms of the disposition agreement and the local public hearing.  

The proposal to combine customer notices may be an efficient use of company resources, but Timber Creek and Staff cannot agree between themselves to ignore the requirements of a Commission regulation.  Public Counsel may rely on responses received from customers after the company’s notice to decide whether to request a local public hearing.  On the other hand, Public Counsel may have already decided to request a local public hearing, in which case a combined notice would be most efficient.  The Commission will, therefore, direct Public Counsel to promptly file a pleading indicating whether it is now requesting a local public hearing, or whether it would like to hear responses from Timber Creek’s customers to the disposition agreement before deciding whether to request a hearing. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1.
That the Staff of the Commission shall file the Agreement Regarding Disposition of Small Company Rate Increase Request that it has reached with Timber Creek Sewer Co., Inc., no later than April 22, 2004.    

2.
That the Office of the Public Counsel shall file a pleading no later than April 22, 2004, indicating whether it is now requesting a local public hearing, or whether it would like to hear responses from Timber Creek’s customers to the disposition agreement before deciding whether to request a hearing.

3.
That this order shall become effective on April 19, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

(S E A L)

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 19th day of April, 2004.
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