BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Small Company Rate
)
Case No. SR-2005-0116
Increase Request of Mill Creek Sewers, Inc.
)
Tariff File No. YS-2005-0330

ORDER FURTHER SUSPENDING TARIFF AND 

SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

Mill Creek Sewers, Inc., filed a letter with the Missouri Public Service Commission requesting that the Commission approve revised tariff sheets intended to produce an increase in the company’s operating revenues.  The Staff of the Commission and Mill Creek then filed an Agreement Regarding Disposition of Small Company Rate Increase Request, in which the parties discussed the possible sale of Mill Creek to the St. Louis Metropolitan Sewer District.  
On December 7, 2004, the Commission issued an Order suspending the proposed tariff sheets until April 12, 2005.  On January 24, 2005, the Commission conducted a Local Public Hearing and took testimony from Mill Creek’s customers.  Thereafter, the Commis​sion held an On-the-Record Presentation concerning the Agreement between the company and Staff and the sale of Mill Creek to the St. Louis Metropolitan Sewer District.
As directed by the Commission, Staff filed a Status Report on March 25, 2005.  Staff informs the Commission that the St. Louis Metropolitan Sewer District is definitely interested in buying Mill Creek.  However, the parties do not contemplate a sale prior to the effective date of the company’s tariff.  Furthermore, the Commission will not be able to hold a hearing and issue a decision in this matter prior to the April 12 tariff effective date.  
Section 393.150.2 RSMo 2000, states that if a “hearing cannot be concluded within the period of suspension . . . the commission may, in its discretion, extend the time of . . . suspension for a further period not exceeding six months.”  Because the Commission will not hold a hearing and issue a decision prior to April 12, it is necessary to further suspend the tariff.  The Commission will also set this matter for a prehearing conference.  At the prehearing conference, the parties should be prepared to discuss the progress of the sale of Mill Creek to MSD and a possible procedural schedule. 
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the following tariff sheets filed by Mill Creek Sewers, Inc., and assigned Tariff File No. YS‑2005‑0330, are suspended for six months beyond the effective date of April 12, 2005, to October 12, 2005.
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2. That a prehearing conference shall be held on April 8, 2005, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The prehearing conference shall be held in Room 305 at the Commission’s office in the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, a building that meets accessi​bility standards of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you need additional accommodations to participate please call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 prior to the hearing.  The parties may elect to participate in the prehearing conference by telephone by dialing 1‑573‑522‑8027.
3. That this order shall become effective on April 1, 2005.
BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kennard L. Jones, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 1st day of April, 2005.

PAGE  
3

