Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Investigation of the State of Competition in the Exchanges of Sprint Missouri Inc.
	)))
	Case No. __________________

	
	
	


Motion to Open Case

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and for its motion states:



1.
Subsection 392.245.5 RSMo 2000 states that the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) “shall, from time to time, on its own motion or motion by an incumbent local exchange telecommunications company, investigate the state of competition in each exchange where an alternative local exchange telecommunication company (ALEC) has been certified to provide local exchange telecommunications service and shall determine, no later than five years following the first certificate of an alternative local exchange telecommunication company in such exchange, whether effective competition exists in the exchange for the various services of the incumbent local exchange telecommunications company.”


2.
Sprint Missouri Inc. (Sprint Missouri) is an incumbent local exchange telecommunications company. 


3.
ExOp of Missouri, Inc. (ExOp) was the first ALEC to provide basic local telecommunication service in a Sprint Missouri exchange.

(a)
On November 25, 1997, the Commission issued a Report and Order in Case No. TA-97-193 that granted ExOp a certificate of service to provide basic local telecommunications services in Missouri, with the certificate to become effective when its tariff becomes effective.

(b)
On June 3, 1998, the Commission issued a Report and Order in Case No. TO-98-382 that approved an interconnection agreement between Sprint and ExOp.

(c)
On December 3, 1998, the Commission issued an Order that approved ExOp’s tariff effective December 15, 1998.

Based on the above, an ALEC will have been certified to provide local exchange telecommunications service in a Sprint Missouri exchange for five years as of December 15, 2003.


4.
Sprint Missouri and Staff have developed the following procedural schedule:




04/01/03
Direct Testimony (Sprint Missouri)




06/02/03
Rebuttal Testimony




07/01/03
Surrebuttal Testimony




07/14-18/03
Hearings – 3-5 days




09/05/03
Initial Briefs




10/03/03
Reply Briefs


WHEREFORE, Staff requests the Commission open a case to investigate the state of competition in Sprint Missouri’s exchanges and to approve the proposed procedural schedule.
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