Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Joint Application of Stoddard County Sewer Company, Inc., R.D. Sewer Co., L.L.C. and the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission for an Order Authorizing Stoddard County Sewer Co., Inc. to Transfer its Assets to R.D. Sewer Co., L.L.C., and for an Interim Rate Increase.
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 STATEMENT OF POSITIONS ON ISSUES OF STODDARD COUNTY 

SEWER COMPANY,INC, AND R.D.SEWER CO., LLC ,

PRIVATE JOINT APPLICANTS


COMES NOW the Private Joint Applicants and submit the following Statement of Positions on Issues.

A.
Is the proposed transfer of assets detrimental to the public?

Position:  No. We believe it is in the public’s best interest, particularly those served. 


B.
Did Stoddard County or any other entity, at any time since Stoddard County acquired the real and personal assets described in Paragraphs 42 and 43 of the Application in this case, secure from the Commission an order authorizing it to sell, assign, lease, transfer, mortgage, or otherwise dispose of or encumber any of the assets that are described in Paragraphs 42 and 43 of the Application in this case?

Position:  No.


C.
Are any and all purported transfers of any security interest in the assets described in Paragraphs 42 and 43 of the Application in this case therefore void? 
Position:  Yes. 


D.
Should the Commission approve an interim rate increase for the customers who are now served by Stoddard County?

Position:  Yes. And the billing should be monthly not yearly with the right to terminate service for non-payment.. 


E.
If the Commission determines that a rate increase for the customers who are now served by Stoddard County should be approved, how much should the rate increase be?

Position:   The Commission should approve an interim rate increase sufficient to produce additional revenues as reported by Staff or the Independent Company who at the behest of the Commission prepared a report. The Staff and the Company appear to recommend the same rate.     If the approval is less than recommended, then there is no interest in the transfer. The proposed Staff rate is realistic and likely consistent with similarly operated private sewer companies.  


F.
If the Commission determines that a rate increase for the customers who are now served by Stoddard County should be approved, should the Commission make the increased revenues subject to refund?

Position:  Yes. We have no opposition to such provision.

G. If the Commission finds from the evidence that unsafe or inadequate service  

exist, should it elect to authorize its General Counsel the authority to seek penalties ?

Position:  No.  The Joint Private Applicant does not believe that unsafe and inadequate 

service is an issue in this case and reserves all objections to the same.  Without waiving its objections, said Applicant realizes that there are pending non-compliance issues with the Missouri Department of Natural Resources. However, it is respectfully submitted that those issues will be addressed by a compliance schedule with DNR per discussions and correspondence with the Missouri Office of Attorney General without penalty. We suggest that the Commission contacts Mr. Harry Bozoian, Assistant Attorney General, on this subject.   The said Joint Applicant looks forward to amicably resolving these issues and understands that the Commission is not precluded from addressing such issues under its own rules and regulations at a separate time and place.     


WHEREFORE, this Joint Applicant submits its Statement of Positions of Issues to the Commission. 






Respectfully Submitted,
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