BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Of the State of Missouri

	The Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission,
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Staff Statement

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and respectfully states as follows:

1.
Staff has become aware that Respondent EZ Talk Communications, LLC (“EZ Talk”) filed seeking bankruptcy protection in US Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Illinois in Case. No.  04-00828 under Chapter 11 of the federal bankruptcy code on Thursday, January 8, 2004.

2.
Title 11 of the United States Code, Chapter 3, Subchapter IV, Section 362, states:

Sec. 362. - Automatic stay.  

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, a petition filed under section 301, 302, or 303 of this title, or an application filed under section 5(a)(3) of the Securities Investor Protection Act of 1970, operates as a stay, applicable to all entities, of -

(1) the commencement or continuation, including the issuance or employment of process, of a judicial, administrative, or other action or proceeding against the debtor that was or could have been commenced before the commencement of the case under this title, or to recover a claim against the debtor that arose before the commencement of the case under this title … 

3.
Staff provides this information to the Commission for its consideration as the Commission has placed this matter on its January 13, 2004 agenda with a reference to an Order Granting a Default.  Although the Commission has not received notice of this bankruptcy filing through official channels at this time, the filing has been reflected in the records of the Northern District of Illinois bankruptcy court and may warrant a delay in this proceeding until the status of EZ Talk is clarified.

WHEREFORE, Staff submits this information for the Commission’s consideration.
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