BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company’s

)
Case No. GR-2005-0284

Tariff to Revise Natural Gas Rate Schedules

)


POST-SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE 

RECOMMENDATIONS AND STATUS REPORT


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, the Office of Public Counsel, and Laclede Gas Company (together, the “Filing Parties”) and, pursuant to the Commission’s July 19, 2005, Notice Regarding Filing Date (“Notice”), file this Post-Settlement Conference Recommendations and Status Report, and in support thereof, state as follows:

1. In the Notice, the Commission ordered the parties to file recommendations concerning local public hearings, and invited the parties to also make recommendations on other procedural matters and file a status report.

2.  The Filing Parties recommend that the Commission set two (2) local public hearings, one in the City of St. Louis and the other in St. Louis County.  The hearings should be held on the same or consecutive days, during the week of August 15, 2005.  The Filing Parties have explored a number of venues and dates, and recommend that the public hearing in the City of St. Louis be held at the Wainwright State Office Building from 12:00 noon until 1:30 p.m. on the appointed date.  The Filing Parties further recommend that the public hearing in St. Louis County be held on the campus of the University of Missouri-St. Louis from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. on the appointed date.  

3. The Filing Parties recommend that public notice of these hearings be provided through various media, including: (i) a Commission press release that would also be featured on the Commission’s website;  (ii) an advertisement of not less than one-eighth (1/8) page to run in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch newspaper twice during the three weeks prior to the public hearings; (iii) an advertisement of not less than one-eighth (1/8) page to run in the St. Louis American newspaper twice during the three weeks prior to the public hearings; (iv) an advertisement of not less than one-eighth (1/8) page to run twice in at least three suburban weekly newspapers in Laclede’s service territory during the three weeks prior to the public hearings; and (v) a public service announcement on KMOX radio and on one other local radio station between 3-7 days before the local public hearings.  While it is common for utilities to send notice of public hearings to customers via the utility’s billing or other direct mailing, the Filing Parties believe that the exigencies of time prohibit direct mailing in this case, and therefore, for the purposes of this case only, the five notification methods set forth above constitute sufficient notice of these public hearings.

4. With respect to procedural matters, the Filing Parties represent that, to the extent a stipulation and agreement is filed in this case, the parties will not file further testimony on issues covered by such stipulation, pending further order of the Commission.  In addition, the Filing Parties recommend that the Regulatory Law Judge pre-mark the pre-filed testimony and provide notice to the parties of such pre-marked exhibit numbers.   

5.
The Filing Parties have conferred with the other parties to the case, and are authorized to report that such parties concur with the representations made herein.

WHEREFORE, the Filing Parties respectfully request that the Commission approve the recommendations provided herein and accept the status report.
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