
FILED 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

SOUTHWESTERN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY’S 
MOTION TO BE EXCUSED FROM HEARING 

Southwestern Bell Telephone Company’ respectfully requests that its counsel be excused 

from the hearing in this case, which has been scheduled for Thursday, April 25, 2002. In support 

of this Motion, Southwestern Bell states: 

1. Southwestern Bell understands that most of the parties in this case have reached a 

Stipulation resolving all issues in this case and that the purpose of the April 25 hearing is to 

present the Stipulation and pre-filed testimony to the Missouri Public Service Commission. 

2. Southwestern Bell and the parties to this transaction have worked cooperatively to 

resolve the issue of concern to Southwestern Bell, which related to the level of access rates that 

would be charged by the surviving company. This resolution was embodied in the Stipulation 

that has been filed with the Commission. Because Southwestern Bell was not a party to the 

discussions concerning the other issues addressed by this Stipulation, Southwestern Bell did not 

have sufficient familiarity with the other issues to join in the Stipulation. However, 



Southwestern Bell, through a separate filing, has indicated to the Commission that its concerns 

with the transaction have been addressed and that it had no opposition to the Commission 

accepting and approving the Joint Stipulation in this case. 

3. If excused from the hearing, Southwestern Bell understands that it will be waiving 

its right to present evidence and to cross-examine witnesses at the hearing. However, if a 

briefing schedule is ordered, Southwestern Bell reserves the right to file a brief to address any 

new issue that might arise at the hearing. 

WHEREFORE, Southwestern Bell respectfully requests that its counsel be excused from 

attending the April 25, 2002 hearing scheduled for this case. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SOUTHWESTERN BELL TELEPHONE, L.P. 
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