BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Cancellation of the Certificates
)

of Service Authority and Accompanying Tariff of
)
Case No. TD-2003-0509

Essential.com, Inc.
)

ORDER CANCELING CERTIFICATES OF SERVICE AUTHORITY

AND ACCOMPANYING TARIFF

On May 22, 2003, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a motion to cancel the certificates of service authority and accompanying tariff of Essential.com, Inc.  Staff informs the Commission that Essential was granted a certificate of service authority to provide intrastate interexchange and non-switched local exchange telecommunications services and approved the Company’s tariff on May 15, 2000, in Case No. TA‑2000‑625.  The Company was also granted a certificate to provide basic local exchange service on April 20, 2000, in Case No. TA-2000-484, but never filed a basic local tariff.

Additionally, Staff informs the Commission that on January 18, 2002, in Case No. TA‑2002‑239, the Commission approved the transfer of the Company’s assets to United Systems Access Telecom, Inc.  The Commission’s order did not address cancella​tion of Essential’s certificates or tariff.

Staff further avers that under Sections 392.210 and 392.390.1, RSMo 2000, telecommunications companies are required to file a Missouri-specific annual report.  Also, companies are required to keep the Commission informed of current addresses and telephone numbers.  Mail sent to Essential has been returned by the post office as undeliverable.  And, according to the Secretary of State’s website, Essential was administratively dissolved on November 9, 2001, for fraud; however, there are no pending customer complaints before the Commission.

Although Essential has not filed a formal request to cancel its certificates, Staff believes that the Company has violated the terms of its certificates by failure to keep the Commission informed of its current address and telephone number and its failure to file annual reports.  Additionally, Staff avers that dissolution of the Company by the Secretary of State for fraud is sufficient grounds for cancellation of the Company’s certificates. 

Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.080(15) states that parties shall not be allowed more than ten days in which to file a responsive pleading.  More than ten days have expired since Staff filed its motion and Essential has not responded.

Section 392.410(5), RSMo 2000, states:  “Any certificate of service authority may be altered or modified by the commission after notice and hearing, upon its own motion or upon application of the person or company affected. . . .”  The Commission has reviewed Staff’s motion and finds that granting the motion is reasonable.  The Commission will cancel the certificates of service authority granted to Essential in Case Nos. TA‑2000‑625 and TA-2000-484.  The Commission will also cancel the Company’s tariff.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the certificate of service authority granted to Essential.com, Inc., in Case No. TA‑2000‑625, is canceled.

2. That the certificate of service authority granted to Essential.com, Inc., in Case No. TA‑2000‑484, is canceled.

3. That the tariff of Essential.com, Inc., Missouri P.S.C. Tariff No. 1, Tariff File No. JL‑2003‑0526, is canceled.

4. That this order shall become effective on June 22, 2003.

5. That this case may be closed on June 23, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kennard L. Jones, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 12th day of June, 2003.
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