BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Cancellation of the Certificate
)

of Service Authority and Accompanying Tariff of
)
Case No. TD-2003-0582

ConnectAmerica, Inc.




)

ORDER SCHEDULING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

AND REQUIRING FILING OF PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

On June 30, 2003, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a motion to cancel the certificate of service authority and accompanying tariff of ConnectAmerica, Inc.  Staff filed amended motions on July 7, 2003, and July 11, 2003.  In its July 11 motion, Staff stated that based on new information, Staff had revised its recommendation and now suggested that instead of canceling the company’s certificate and tariff, the Commission should issue an order directing ConnectAmerica to file, within 45 days, evidence of good standing with the Missouri Secretary of State’s office.  Staff stated that if ConnectAmerica fails to make this filing, Staff recommends that the Commission issue an order (1) canceling ConnectAmerica’s certificate and tariff; (2) directing ConnectAmerica to notify its Missouri customers in writing of the need to select another carrier; and (3) directing ConnectAmerica to file a pleading with a copy of the required customer notice attached.

On July 17, 2003, the Commission issued an order directing ConnectAmerica to file, no later than September 2, 2003, a Certificate of Good Standing or other evidence of good standing from the Missouri Secretary of State.  ConnectAmerica did not file the required documentation.  Therefore, the Commission issued a Second Order Directing Filing on September 12, 2003.  The Commission directed the company to show cause as to why the company’s certificate and tariff should not be canceled.

On September 29, 2003, ConnectAmerica filed a Motion for Extension of Time, requesting that it be granted a 45‑day extension.  ConnectAmerica indicated that the company has begun the process of filing the necessary annual reports and franchise taxes to bring it into compliance with the Missouri Secretary of State’s office.  ConnectAmerica requested an additional 45‑day period to become compliant with the Missouri Secretary of State’s office.

On October 15, 2003, the Commission issued its order granting ConnectAmerica an extension of time.  The Commission directed ConnectAmerica to file its Certificate of Good Standing or other evidence of good standing from the Missouri Secretary of State’s office no later than November 13, 2003.  Although the November 13 deadline has passed, the company has not filed the required documentation.  Therefore, the Commission will schedule a prehearing conference and will direct the parties to file a joint procedural schedule.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That a prehearing conference shall be held on January 5, 2004, beginning at 10:00 a.m., in Room 305 of the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri.  The Governor Office Building meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Anyone needing additional accommoda​tions to participate in the prehearing conference should call the Public Service Commis​sion’s Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 prior to the prehearing.

2. That the parties shall file a proposed procedural schedule no later than 12:00 p.m. on January 12, 2004.

That this order shall become effective on December 10, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 10th day of December, 2003.
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